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MR.JAl^saS  M.MAHflH  -  405  Marquette  Ave.  xMinaeapolia 
Author  of  the  Booklet  -"Defense  of  the  Mother 

of  Abraham  JLiinooln'if 


"Mine  ©yes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  coming  of  the 
Lord.    He  is  trampling  out  the  vintage  where  the 
grapes  of  wrath  are  stored.      Ha  hath  loosed  the 
fateful  lightning  of  His  terrible  wwift  sword, 
Hia  truth  is  marching  on." 


March  13th-1924o 


Dear  Kr.Martin:- 

Over  and  over  again  these  ?vords  have 
been  singing  in       ears  since  I  received  your  wonder- 
ful little  Booklet  last  evening.     I  was  so  horrified 
at  that  terrible  book  of  Barton's,  that  I  think  I 
have  written  to  two  hundred  people  to  send  him  a 
protest,  -  and  this  Booklet  of  yours  is,  it  seems  to 
ine,  a  direct  answer  to  my  prayer.      It  could  not  have 
been  done  better.      It  is  a  masterpiece - 

Surely  you  were  guided  by  the  spirit  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  himself,  and  his  beloved  mother,  to. 
answer  that  book  of  Barton* s.      When  I  first  read  it 
I  wa3  simply  appallac  to  think  that  any  one  could 
repeat  those  awful  scandals  -  vicious  lies  of  Lamon 
and  Harndon  -  at  this  late  date,  for  even  so  laudable 
a  reason  as  to  "disprove  them",  as  he  says  in  the 
preface,  and  then  he  goes  on  to  say  that  "of  course 
they  might  be  true"  and  adds  several  on  his  own 
account  that  I  had  nijver  heard  before  -    so  I  x'e^rote 
to  hiM, 

I  told  him  that  I  was  Maazed  that  any  one  who 
was  a  spiritual  leader  of  people  could  even  soil  his 
soul  by  repeating  such  falsehoods,  and  that  many  who 
heard  those  stories  for  the  first  time  would  not  get 
the  denial,  but  get  the  story,  and  that  the  way  to 
stop  scandals  waa  not  to  repeat  them.      I  added 
sweetly,  if  he  had  published  in  the  first  of  his  book 
that  letter  which  he  put  in  the  baok  ~  showing  Lamon 
and  Herndon  up  as  liars  -  he  wo\ad  not  have  needed 
to  publish  his  book  at  alii 


He  was  very  angry  and  wrote  back  that  he  in« 


& 


tended  to  write  another  book  at  onoe  with  more 
proofs  in  regard  to  lanoy  Hanks,  and  to  show  me 
ttp^  that  all  I  had  written  was  wrong,  and  he  alone 
knor  about  tho  mother  of  Linooln.      Aleo  that  if 
I  did  not  "think  him  a  spiritual  saan  there  were 
thousands  who  did,"    So,  thus  threatened,  I  was 
helpless  to  do  isore,  and  wrote  to  all  my  friends 
to  oome  to  the  rescue  and  pre-^ent  in  future,  any 
more  soandalous  statements  about  Abraham  Lincoln 
or  his  mother  being  written* 

I  see  this  is  the  second  edition  of  this 
Hesaed  Booklet  of  yours.      Eave  you  sent  it  eyery- 
where?     Where  is  it  for  sale  ana  who  published  it? 
Has  Ida  li.i'arball  seen  a  copy?      If  not,  please 
send  her  on©  with  my  regards.      I  wrote  to  her 
about  Barton's  book  and  she  said  it  was  all  right 
and  did  prove  some  things  and  that  she  was  lying 
lovi  and  would  soisie  day  do  something  about  it,  but 
^^''Q  ZSE  fe^v®  already  done  all.      Also  have  you 
sent  one  to  .Valdo  i»inooln?      In  his  genealogy  of 
the  Juincoln  faaiily  he  uses  this  man  Barton  as  one 
who  reooiMiends  his  book  in  all  the  advertisement  si 
80  I  wrote  to  hiffl  and  he  did  not  seem  to  think  Barton 
had  done  any  great  harm.      I  know  tham  ail  well, 
and  I  was  astonished  at  their  lukewarmness  on  the 
subject, 

I  love  it  where  you  say  «  "beating  the  air 
is  spectacular  self  exertion,  but  when  long 
buried  aaiu^oaign  slanders  are  re- vamped  ...  for  the 
purpose  of  argument,  however  brilliant,  true  lovers 
of  Lincoln  are  liable  to  raise  the  question  as  to 
whether  a  worthy  service  has  beep,  thereby  rendered 
to  his  memory?     Good  taste  of  course  is  another 
question,"      Qhl  that  is  richl 

Pleas©  send  a  copy  of  your  Booklet  ^rith  a 
personal  note,  to  the  ^rand  Army  -  the  Lincoln 
Chapter  in  Chicago  «  and  they  will  make  it  hot  for 
Barton,     You  see  something  isust  be  done  to  atop 
the  publication,  if  possible,  of  the  next  book 
Barton  told  me  ho  iTas  going  to  write,  insinuating 
that  he  had  some  "terrible  truths"  about  Hanoy 
Hanks  which  he  had  not  yet  told  the  world. 

My  dear  Mr.?4artia  I  ooght  to  know,  but  I  do 
not  -  who  you  are.      Blease  tell  me  more  of  what 
you  have  done,  and  why  you  so  kindly  sent  me  vour 
Booklet.  Which  filled  ay  very  soul  with  prayerm 


gratitude.      Mj  father  was  a  Congregational 
Minister  aad  I  told  Bartoa  tbat  the  Ohuroh 
itself  was  disgraced  hj  his  book.     { Bartoa  is 
a  minister  of  the  Goagregatioaal  Ghuroh,) 
That  pleased  hiasi 

lis  hook  "laaej  Haaks"  is  ahsolmtelj 
correct,  if  you  porohanco  ha¥9  seen  It. 


Yours  in  heartfelt  gratitude, 
Oaroiiiie  Eaaks  Hitohooek* 
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COPY  Qg  M.MARgII'3  LETTM 

fO  CAROL  ME  HimS  HITCHCOOK 


Minneapolis.  S£inn, 
March  17th-1924. 


Mrs. Caroline  Hanks  Hitcheook. 
387  Harvard  Street* 
Cambridge,  Sfiassaohusetts. 


dear  Mrs.Hitohoook:- 

YoTir  letter  of  laroh  ISth 
was  something  of  a  surprise  to  me*      While  I  have 
had  soores  of  letters,  more  or  less  complimentary 
of       booklet,  I  have  had  none  so  genuinely 
enthusiastic  and  oonqolimentary  as  yours* 

I  wonld  have  mailed  you  a  copy  two  years 
ago,  had  I  known  your  address.      In  fact,  I  tried 
to  learn  it  at  that  time  but  failed  and  then  for- 
got it  until  I  received,  the  other  day,  from  Mr. 
Henry  B.Rankin  of  Springfield.  Illinois,  an  in* 
scribed  copy  of  his  book  Just  off  the  press  - 
"Intimate  Character  Sketches  of  Abraham  Lincoln" 
and  in  which  I  found  your  address  as  well  as  that 
of  Ida  M.O!arbell. 

Miss  Jaquess  mailed  a  copy  of  the  booklet 
to  Miss  farbell  after  getting  this  address.    I  do 
not  know  that  she  had  heard  from  her.      She  felt 
that  Miss  Tarbell,  in  her  last  book  -  "In  the 
Footsteps  of  the  Lincolns'*  had  not  done  her  uncle. 
Rev. Colonel  Jaquess,  justice,  and  I  agreed  with 
her.      You  ask  who  I  am  and  what  I  have  done.  I 
am  not  a  writer.      I  have  never  broken  into  "Who's 
Who?"  of  authors.      My  writing  has  OBinly  been  in 
the  way  of  trust  deeds,  legal  opinions  and  briefs, 
but  on  the  first  page  of  the  b^^oklet,  i  attempted 
to  say  that  I  was  a  lover  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

My  boyhood  home  was  in  central  Pennsylvania 
where,  at  twelve  years  of  age,  I  listened  to  the 
distant  cannonading  at  Gettysburg •      I  am  not  what 
is  generally  known  as  a  collector  of  Lincolniana 
but  I  have  a  score  or  more  of  books  on  the  subject 
including  of  course,  "fhe  History",  by  Moolay  and* 
Hay,  and  Lincoln's  writings  and  speeches  five 
volumns  of  his  life  by  I^ss  Tarbeil  and  some  others 

Soi'ofrbrZ^  llTaV'^:'  ''^^^ 
^>  UA  or  Abraham  Lincoln."       t^on  reading  it.  i 
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became  incensed,  not  to  say  angry,  at  tlie  evident 
egotism  and  partisanship  of  the  writer,  who  was 
then  an  entire  stranger  to  me,  and  I  have  refused 
to  own  his  other  book,  "fhe  Parentage  of  Abraham 
Lincoln",  but  have  read  it.      In  order  to  do  so, 
I  made  a  call  upon    Judge  Daniel  Pish  of  this  city, 
who  was  one  of  the  authorities  upon  Lincoln  litera- 
ture, and,  I  found  him  decidedly  worked  up,  and, 
with  Barton's  book  in  his  hand,  he  said  «  "I  dont 
like  this  author.      He  is  too  bumptious."      We  dis- 
cussed it  together,  and,  from  his  library  of  over 
two  thousand  volumns,  I  made  some  memoranda  and 
decided  to  write  Barton  a  letter. 

In  the  first  instance,  it  was  intended  to 
be  simply  a  personal  protest,  but,  before  mailing 
it  I  submitted  a  carbon  copy  to  Colonel  Jaquess* 
aieoe,  who  lives  here,  and  she,  with  another  good 
friend  of  mine,  Mrs.H.Ct.Harrison,  insisted  that  the 
letter  should  be  published.      I  therefore  had 
written  across  it  "an  open  letter"  and  mailed  it 
to  Barton* 

I  got  a  fairly  prompt  reply  from  him, 
saying  that  he  could  answer  some  of  my  questions 
and,  as  I  have  frequently  said,  proceeded  to  make 
two  true,  three  false,  and  two  half  true  state- 
ments.     This  was  practically  the  end  of  our 
correspondence  except  that  he  wrote  to  me,  after 
the  booklet  had  been  printed,  asking  for  copies 
for  his  collection.      I  was  then  tmable  to  furnish 
them  as  the  660  copies  has  been  almost  exhausted. 

The  first  edition  merely  included  the  letter 
and,  as  an  appendix,  the  article  from  the  Christian 
Advocate  by  Dr. Wat son.      As  the  Christian  Advocate 
was  concerned,  I  mailed  a  copy  to  the  Editor  who 
spoke  very  kindly  of  it,  and,  under  the  headings 
of  "Personals"  gave  a  rather  flattering  review  of 
the  item* 

fhe  result  was  that  I  discovered  that  the 
number  of  Lincoln  collectors  and  people  interested 
in  Lincoln  literature  was  almost  numberless,  for  I 
received  requests  for  copies  from  the  Pacific  to 
the  Atlantic  coasts, 

fhe  booklet  has  never  been  for  sale.  It 
was  privately  printed  and  I  was  very  glad  to  dis- 
tribute them* 

It  then  seemed  to  be  necessary  to  get  out 
a  Seooad  Edition,  which  I  did  in  the  fall  of  1921. 
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I  added  the  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  appendices 
so  as  to  bring  out  the  spiritual  life  of  Lincoln 
which  had  been  really  omitted  by  Barton,  aa  I  felt, 
beoauae  of  his  erfereme  partisanship* 

One  h  undred  copies  of  this  Second  Edition 
was  taken  by  a  good  G.A.R,  friend  of  mine  and  dis- 
tributed among  varioua  O.A.R. folks,  and  its 
National  Offioea.      I  presume  that  the  Lincoln 
Chapter  of  the  G»A«R»  in  Chicago  got  a  copy,  but 
I  will  send  them  a  botind  copy  as  you  request «    I  am 
having  the  last  dozen  of  the  Second  Sdition  bound 
for  that  purpose,  and  I  will  be  pleased  to  forward 
you  one  of  the  bound  copies  in  consideration  of 
your  especial  interest. 

As  to  Barton's  future  publications,  I  am 
inclined  to  thiols:  that  he  will  go  slower.    A  Lincoln 
collector  from  Illinois  took  occasion  to  write  to 
me  about  a  year  ago  that  he  had  just  called  on 
Pr. Barton  and  during  their  visit  he  had  mentioned 
that  he  had  read  what  I  had  written  about  him  and 
then  this  party  added  -  "Between  you  and  I»  you 
got  under  his  skin.      It  will  do  him  good.    He  will 
be  more  careful  in  the  future  about  what  he  asserts 
and  wont  publish  it  until  he  is  sure  of  the  facts," 
But  I  take  it  that  he  is  one  who  is  not  easily 
instructed. 

Last  fall,  in  October,  I  made  the  rounds 
of  the  Lincoln  l»rail  to  Springfield,  lew  Salem, 
(n^w  largely  restored)  Hodgenville,  etc,  and  made 
the  acmaintanoe  of  Mr.Henry  B. Rankin,  now  in  his 
84th  year, 

la  February,  1922,  I  took  the  Mediterranean 
Oruise,  and,  at  the  celebratito  of  Lincoln's 
Birthday  aboard  ship,  made  a  speech  based  upon  J, 
Roger  Gore's  booklet  »fhe  Boyhood  of  Lincoln*'  and 
as  you  are  interested,  I  enclose  you  herewith  a 
carbon  copy  of  the  speech  which  I  prepared  for  my 
Journal  of  the  trip  -  rather  as  an  Addenda  to  the 
same. 


Uow,  I  think  1  have  told  you  pretty  nearly 
all.    I  received  this  saso rning,  by  mail,  a  copy  of 
the  Washington  Christian  Advocate  of  February  7th 
1924    in  which  was  marked  aa  Article  by  Br. Edward' 
L.Watsoa,  who  is  now  the  editor  of  the  paper  in 


which  h©  rs^prints,  or  rather  priats  anew, 
the  Article  whish  is  the  first  Appendix  to 
my  booklet* 

I  used  as  a  motto  of  the  booklet,  th© 
lawyer's  motto  - 

"LB^    JUSflGB    BE  BOMB. 

aad  I  helie're  that  justloa  will  be  done* 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  very  kind 
letter,  I  a®. 

For  J\istioe  and  Truth, 

Very  truly  yours, 

James  M*Kartin# 


a 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MH. CHARLES  T.F/HITS 
POLITICAL    NEWS  EDITOR 
OF    THE    HEW    YOHK  TRIBUNE 

lr.,Jam©B  M.Martin. 
405  Marquette  Avenue. 
Minneapolis.  Minn» 

My  dear  Mr.iiartin:- 

I  sincerely  thanfe  you  for 
the  two  Booklets.      The  treatment  of  the  subject 
is  incomparably  superior  to  anything^  in  print, 
and  your  document  is  practically  unanswerfol©. 

Dr.Barton  used  wretched  taste  in  writing 
anything  about  Lincoln *8  paternity. 

Charnwood*s  bullheadness  and  slovenliness 
in  using  the  Herndon  early  data  was  not  stiff icient 
justification  for  re-opening  the  subject,  es- 
pecially after  other  authors  had  settled  the 
controversy  in  a  way  satisfactory  to  lovers  of 
justice  and  truth.      I  am  very  glad  that  you  wrote 
the  little  booK.      It  deserves  wide  circulation. 
Again  thanking  you,  I  am. 
Very  cordially, 

Charles  T.V/hite. 

lew  York  City. 
September  1921. 
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COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MR.STEPHE?!  J  .HSRBSM 
BOOK    PUBLICITY  DEPARTIIBMT 

THE    ABINGDOH    PRESS  -  HBl    YOBK  CITY 


Dear  1^. Martin 

Pardon  m©  if  I  take  the  liberty 
of  sending  you  a  note  of  appreciation  of  yoiar 
pamphlet,  «A  Defence  of  the  Mother,  Conversion, 
and  Creed  of  Abraham  Lincoln.** 

I  read  Dr. Barton's  book,  »The  Soul  of 
Abraham,  Lincoln",  when  it  came  out  some  months 
ago,  and  was  greatly  displeased  with  the  attitude 
of  the  book  to?/ards  e'^erything  that  seemed  to 
suggest  the  slightest  indication  of  Methodist 
influence  upon  Lincoln,  beginning  with  Jesse  Head 
and  coming  down  throt^h  the  years* 

Having  acquaintance  with  Dr. Watson *s 
story  of  the  conversion  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
Knowing  Dr.viatson,  and  having  every  confidence 
in  his  integrity  as  a  witness  and  reported,  I  was 
not  at  all  pleased  at  the  flings  that  Dr. Bar ton 
perpetrated  against  Dr.Watson^s  account  of 
Lincoln's  conversion  based  upon  Col.Jaqtiess* 
public  statement. 

So,  when  I  found  your  pamphlet,  I  read  it 
with  great  delight,  and  I  am  putting  it  inside  of 
mj  copy  of  ^The  Soul  of  Abraham  Lincoln^  >  as  a 
counter-irritant  of  Dr. Barton *8  unfair  and  untrue 
putting  of  the  case. 

You  will  be  interested,  I  am  sure,  in 
Imowing  that  the  Abingdon  Press,  with  which  I  a® 
connected,  has  just  brought  out  a  new  Lincoln 
book  called  •'Lincoln  and  Prohibition**,  the  author 
of  which  is  Mr. Charles  T.White  of  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  Hew  York  Tribune. 

Cordially  yours, 

Stephen  J. Her ben. 

150  Fifth  Avenue. 
New  York  Cith. 
September  1921. 


V/oodbrid/je  to  Hanks    -  Deed  ; 


E      T  U  H  E 


Miade  the  4 


th 


V  Pay  of  Ifeiy  in,  the 


T  H  I 


Year  of  our  lord  1695      EST      E  Z  S    Williara  Woocibridge  of  the 
parish  of  I^orth  farnl-iam  in  the  County  of  Riohraond  of  thf;  one  part 


I    Lind  William  mxixka  &  Sarah  his  Wife  of  the  said  County  of  the  other 
I    part        ITWES3ETH    That  the  said  Williaia  Woodbride^e  for  j 
the  Consideratiui^  of  five  thousand  pounds  of  Tobaoco  in  hand  paid 
!    by  the  said  vailiam  I-Ianks  at  the  Time  of  the  ensealing  and  deli- 
very of  these  Presents  II  A  T  K    given  grant eu  bargained  sold  alien- 


ll    ed  enfeoffed  and  confirmed  and  b^  these  Presents  doth  fully  clear- 
I    ly  and  absolutely  give  grant  alien  bargain  sell  enfeoff  and  con-  I 
firm  unto  the  said  viilliam  Eanks  and  Sarah  his  Wife  and  to  their 
Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever  All  that  part  and  pare ell  of  land  ly-  i 
ing  on  the  Korth  side  of  a  Branch  called  or  known  by  the  Name  of 
the  Dum:  mans  branch  or  by  some   (  the  Indian  Town  branch  )  situate 
lying  &  beinjg  in  the  County  of  Richmond  containing  one  hundred 
Acres  be  it  more  or  less  bounded  in  manner  and  Form  following 
(vizt.)  beginning  at  a  white  Oak  standing  upon  the  Branch  Side 
being  the  Corner  Tree  of  Thoiiias  Wilson  runnin^j  upon  the  head  of 
the  Branch  thence  along  a  Line  of  marked  Trees  up  the  Falley  to 
a  raarked  Pick  hickory  standing  by  the  line  Tree  of  the  Land  of 

Hobert  Palmer,  and  in  the  North  with  the  Line  of  Sdward  Geffery 
and  the  Land  of  the  said  V/illiam  Hanks,  In  the  South  with  the 
said  branch,  and  in  South  up  the  Valley  with  the  Land  of  t;he  said 
V/illiam  V/oodbridge  with  all  the  Timber  woods  underwoods  v/ast 
Grounds  moors  and  fiHarshes  ;vithin  the  said  Bounds  as  aforesaid 
Together  v/ith  all  the  Rights  &  priviledges  thereunto  belonging 
and  appertaining  To  have  and  to  hold  the  ^aid  land  with         the  I 
Timber  -//oods  Unde3?\70ods  wast  ground  Moore s  and  Ivlarshes  within  the 
said  Bounds  as  aforesaid.  And  all  singular  other  the  Premiseo 
hereby  granted  bargained  and  sold  or  mentionea  to  be  herein  or 
hereby  granted  bargained  &  sold  v/ith  their  and  every  of  Their 
Rights  Members  &  Appurti  lances  whatsoever  unto  the  said  ./illiam 


1 

1 


'  Hanks  &  Sarah  his  Wife  and  to  their  heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever 

j'  .J 

1  And  the  s7  William  Woodbridge  for  himself  and  i^is  heirs  jixeou  - 
!  tors  3:  Administrat'-'^f  doth  coTenant  e;rant;  Droraise  and  agree  to  p.nd 
v/ith  the  sail  v;illiam  Hanlcs  and  Sarah  his  wife  and  cneir  neirs  j 
j  and    Assij^ns  and  every  of  zhem  by  ihese  presents  in  sumner  So  form 
i  following   (  that^,^.|,s  to  say  )  That  he  the  said  vViliiam  /^oodbridge 

f  I  '    ■  'V.,'  ^.  ,  --'.v  ■,  ... 

j  at  the  time  of  the  enseal inf"  and  delivery  of  these  TDresents  is  and 
I  stands  possessed  of  a  good  pure  perfect  and  absolute  Estate  of 
i,  Inheritance  in  feesimple  without  any    Condition  Reversion  Remain- 
I  der  or  Limitation  of  a,ny  Use  or  Uses  Lsuato  or  Estates  in  or  to 
any  person  or  persons    whatsoever  to  altar  change  defeat  deter- 
mine or  rna.k:e  v4id  the  same  And  that  the  said  William  Woodbridge  at 

I 

I  the  time  of  the  ensealing  or  Delivery  of  these  Presents  hath  full 
I  Power  good  Right  and  lawfull  Authority  to  grant  bargain  sell  and  | 
\  convey  all  and  singular  the  before  hereby  granted  or  n-^entioned  to 
be  granted  Premisses  with  their  and  every  of  their  Appurtinances 
unto  the  said    William  p.anks  and  Sarah    his  vVife  their  1-ieirs  & 
Assigns  for  ever  in  ivfenner  and  form  aforesaid  /aCD  the  said  William 
Woodbridge  doth  f\j,rther  covenant  for  himsali  his^Exeoutors  and 
Administrators  that  they  shall  and  will  from  Time  to  T'ime  and  at 
I  all  Times  hereafter  warrant  and  by  these  presents  for  ever  defend  ^ 
j  the  s^«  land  so  sold  ao  aforesaid  to  the  said  William  Hanks  &  Sarah 
his  Wife  and  to  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever  of  and  from  all 
Person  and  Persons  whatsoever  claiming^  the  same  and  of  and  from 
ray  Heirs  Executors  &  Administrate?  or  any  other  Person  or  Persons 

I  claiming  the  same  by  from  or  under  them  or  any  or  e|"Cher  of  tnem  | 

j  ' 
I  by  or  their  Mean^  privoty  or  Procurement  And  the  said  "vVilliam  Vi/ood- 

bridge  doth  further  covenant  for  hi  iself  his  heirs  Executors  & 

Administrators  that  the  said  Land  so  sold  to  the  said  William  Hanks 

£§:  Sarah  his  A'ife  is  free  and  clean  of  and  from  all  Manner  and  other 

I  Gifts  Grants  Bargains  Sales  Jointures  H-ills  Titles  troubles  In- 

j 

Gumbrances  whatsoever  rriade  done  or  suffered  or  caused  to  be  made 
done  or  suffered  by  the  said  tVilliam  -  oodbridge  or  any  obher  Per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever  And  lastly  the  s*^    ^    Woodbridge  doth 


ooverant  for  himself  his  Heirs  Executors  and  Aarninistrators  by 
these  presents  that  they  shall  and  will  from  fine  to  Time  anl  at 
all  TimeB  hereafter  wiihin  the  ipace  of  one  Year  froiu  tan  D'.y  of 
Jhe  i)ax;e  of  these  Presents  males  do  suffer  or  s-fiknowle^^e  or  o?ais8 
to  be  made  Clone  suffered  or  aoknov/ledged  ante  the  said  Wllliaai  Ilarikd 
:b  Sarah  his  iVifa  and  their  Heira  Sxoisutors  and  Adifliniabratora  aiir  ' 
further  or  other  lawfuil  Act  and  Ac  to  i^hlng  &  hhins"^  (l^)vlBe  de- 
vises AssuraKces  or  Conveyances  in  the  Law,  and  at  bhe  proper  Costs 
land  i'^hargee  of  the  Said  William  HanJo  and  3p.rah    his  Wife  their 

;eirs  i^Ixacutors  &  Administrat^?    shall  reasonably  demise  advise  or  | 
require  for  the  better  Sarity  and  siiremaicing  and  confirming  of  the 
said  Land  -So  so3_d  as  aforesaid  to  the  mid  V;illlaro,  Hanks  &  Sarah 
lis  Wife  and  to  their  lioirs  and  Assigns  for  ever  as  aforesaid. 
|l2?  whereof  the  ?r,ri:.iss  have  hereunto  sett  their  Hands  & 

3eals    Yeoven  the  day  and  Year  abovewritten. 


The  words  (Line ) 
between  the  eifjht  &  ninth 
Line  was  before  the  Delivery 
and  then 

Signed  seal'd  &  delivered 
in  the  presence  of  us 

■A?  I,iisfcell 

Hobi  Paltaer  his  iterlc 
Edward  Geffery 


William  <voodbridge  (Seal) 
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Hanks '  s 
returned 


^'hite  :&  Wif6| 
vs 

Hanks  admi 


th  ber 

Att  a  Court  held  for  Richmond  County  the  5,.  day  of  X  :  ano  1705 

PRS3EIIT  I 


t  11 
Lieu:  Coll  Sam  Peachey 

l,!ajT  \¥?  Robinson  

t  r 
Cap    Alexand:  Doniphan  - 

Cap:  Charles  Barber    -  - 


M    Joshua  Davis 

r  d 
M    Edw:    Barrow  - 

ITich^  Smith  - 


M    Joseph  Deeke  — 


Justices  - 


m 


This  day  the  Inventory  and  appraisement  of  the  Estate  of  V/« 

m  r 

Hanks  bein^  presented  to  this  Court  by  W,  Hanks  Jun.  the  Same  is 
ordered  to  be  Recorded 


Upon  the  Petition  of  Richard  V/hite  and  Sarah  his  v/ife  Widdow^ 

m  t    ^  r  r 

and  Relict  of  W.  _Ha3^s  decjed  ag:  W.  Ilanks  Jun.  adm    of  the  | 

Said  deced  for  her  part  or  Portion  of  the  hoggs  that  belonged 

to  the  Esfcate  of  the  Said  deced  they  being-  not  Inserted  in  the 

d  d    Jtt  r 

Inventory  of  the  S,    deeeds  Estate  bjr  the  S.  W,  Hanlcs  his  adm: 

It  is  therefore  Ordered  that  Sometime  betweene  this  and  the  next 

Court,  the  Said  v/?  Ilanks  do  bring  a  Supplementary  Inventory  of  | 

the  number  of  hoggs  belonging  to  the  Estate  the  Said  deced, 

and  Inselrt  the  Same  into  the  Inventory  thereof,  and  that  they 

be  divided  betv/eene  the  said  W?  lianks  and  other  the  Children 

of  the  Said  deced,  &  that  he  make  Report  of  his  proceedings 

therein  to  the  Said  next  Court  - 


C (Order  BlciN         Att  a  Court  held  for  RiGhmond  County  the  7*'^  day  of  July 
2^0.4,         I  0 
p.  371: )  /an    Dom  1708 


11 


Co3.1  :  William  Tayloe       Cap:    Moliolas  Smith 


Justices 


Lieui  Coll:  fem  :  Peaehey    Cap^  Edward  Barrow 


/7 

Whites  Will 
proved 


V/hites  Est 

to  be 

appraised 


The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Richard  \vhite  desed  was  this 
e 

day  proved  by  y  oathes  of  John  V'ileoelcs  and  John  Gallehan  and 
order  for  probate  granted  thereon  • 


7^  f  .  ^2$- 


Ordered  that  William  Sraoote  George  Sevenport  John  Ranfcin  and 

Anthony  Sydner  or  an^/  three  of  them  Sometime  betweene  this  and 
the  next  Court  do  meet  att  the  house  of  Kichard  i/hite  deced  and 
do  then  and  there  Inventory  and  appraise  all  and  Singular  the 
Estate  of  the  Said  deced  as  the  Same    Shall  be  presented  to  their 


Tiew,  and  imke  Report  of  thsir  proceedings  therein  to  the 
d  -(j 
8  •  next  Court  undei'  their  hands  in  Writing  Cap:  V/illiam  Wood- 
bridge  is  Req.uested  to  administer  an  oath  to  the  appraisers  for 

t 

their  true  appraisem:  of  the  Said  de-sFTts    Estate  and  also  to 


Sarah  White  Widdow  of  the  Said  desed  and  to  Thomas  White  his 
r 

Execut:  for  their  True  discovery  thereof. 


^    Tfel^     ^^^^^  ^-4^.  ^^^"----^-^  (0^^i£^.^J^  ^ 
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f  OO  O 
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a  (f 
a/  /o 
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January  11,  1929. 

My  dear  Mr.  Delano:-  . 

The  only  insured  mail  receipt  remaining  in  my  hands  for 
packages  sent  out  in  November,  is  No.  291596  for  a  package  sent  to 
you  on  November  26.      That  has  not  been  acknowledged  and  I  am  waiting 
to  see  if  I  shall  send  a  tracer  after  it.    Did  you  receive  it? 
While  the  Myles  Standi sh  silver  paper-cutter  is  not  of  great  intrin- 
sic value,  I  do  not  wish  to  lose  it. 

In  regard  to  the  question  which  I  asked  you  in  my  letter, 
pertaining  to  your  reported  "find"  of  the  'maiden  name  of  Joseph  Hanks* 

wife- (Joseph  of  Richmond  Go.)  it  seems  to  me  that  you  really  ought  to 

c 

have  replied  at  once,  that  you  were  in  the  employ  of  Dr.  Barton,  and 
hence  could  not  give  out  genealogical  material  for  which  he  was  pay- 
ing."^ No  genealogist  sells  his  finds" to  more  than  one  client,  of  course, 
no^  does  he  give  any  information  about  such  finds  save  with  his  Client's 
consent.      When  such  an  item  has  once  been  published,  it  then  belongs 
to  the  public. 

It  is  interesting  to  have  found"Ann  Lee',*  and  opens  up  much  re- 
search work  for  you,  for, of  course,  you  have  yet  to  prove  her  Lee  Line 
and  Elizabeth  Taylor's  line. 

Since  Grter  gives  about  30  or  more  Lees  and  a  larger  number 
of  Taylors  in  his  list  of  "Early  Comers  to  Va",  you  ought  to  be  able 
to  hunt  out  her  particular    fore* bears » 

That  magnificent  work  "The  Lees  of  Virginia  1642-1892"- 
treats  the  Robert  E.  Lee  family  and  its  allied  families-' and  The  Tay- 
lors in  "Notable  Families  of  Virginia"^ and  "The  Taylogs"  by  Benjamin 

'\ 

) 


-2- 

0.  Taylor-  all  fail  to  give  any  hint  of  any  "Ann  Lee"  or  "Elizabeth 
Taylor"  connection.        However,  that  is  no  pjn^iof  that  such  a  connec- 
tion did  not  exist.     It  is  up  to  you  to  really  offer  proof  through 
tracing  of  land  or  through  a  thorough  search  of  wills.     No  historian 
and  no  genealogist  of  repute  will  publish  an  unproved  line  save  as  a 
possible  "feeler"  open  to  correction.  p-o/c  ru^^^^^^^A 

\7t&7?/     ^     I  should  think  that  you  could  now  find  further  baptisma  of]yj^^^^^^^j^^ 
>-^W>iis Jose^3jank_sJ  children.    Also  more  regarding  Thomas  Hanks,  for  his  land 
must  have  been  either  inherited  or  transferred.    Anyone  of  his  holdings 


th  full  discription  could  be  traced.     (I  really  believe  that  I  have 
I  Thomas  Hanks «  will ) 

You  know  that  my  work  is  entirely  amateiir,  though  I  have  been 
having  a  delightful  time  with  research,  both  here  and  abroad  for  twenty- 
five  years. 

I  became  interested  particularly  in  Shipleys  and  Shepleys  some 
years  ago  and  have  gathered  much  interesting  matter  in  regard  to  them. 
Then  my  friend  and  connection-  Frederick  Law  Olmsted^being  at  my  home  in 
Brookline,  told  me  of  his  conception  of  the  memorial  to  be  placed  at  the 
grave  of  Nancy  Hanks  by  the  State  of  Indiana.    So  full  of  fine  inspiration 
in  its  perfect  simplicity  was  Mr.  Olmsted's  idea,  that  I  began  to  study 
about  Nancy  Hanks  and  I  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  mass  of  4|lnproved(6^;^^^ 
genealogical  material  which  has  been  published  about  her.    Much  serious 
research  and  study  is  being  carried  on,  throughout  the  country,  and  much 
really  authenticated  material  is  being  brought to  light.     Our  wise  Librarian 
at  The  New  England  Historical  Gen.  Society,  when  I  first  began  to  study 
there  in  1903  said  "Never  rely  upon  published  statements,  but  go  to  ori- 
ginal records,  and  never  fail  to  give  your  authority  for  any  statement  mad©". 


The"Discovery  of  the  Mayflower"  has  caused  much  mirth.     Inasmuch  as 
various  learned  men  have  published  a  great  many  articles  about  the 
many  "Mayflowers"  and  "Speedwells",  it  is  too  bad  that  you  did  not 
read  some  of  them  before  publishing.      I  fancy  that  you  may  be  able 
to  see  The  Mayflower  Descendant  Magazine  Vol  18  pages  1  to  13  , 
(Copied  by  consent  of  Mr.  Marsden  of  England).    The  continuation  of 
the  discussion  in  N.E,  Hist.  Gen.  Register  Vole  70  (1916)  page  337. 
This  was  further  elaborated  in  an  English  publication  by  a  woman  who 
gave  a  list  of  all  vessels  named  "Mayflower".     (I  will  look  that  up.) 
But,  as  Mr.  Hutchinson  says-  "Since  man  first  went  down  to  the  sea  in 
Ships,  and  did  business  in  great  waters,  the  Port  from  which  a  shig 
hailsjhas  been  universally  recognized  as  vital  to  her  identification". 

I  fancy  that  thus  you  can  locate  your  particular  "Mayflower','  with 
Master  "Hutt".      The  poor  old  "Speedwell"  infirm  in  1620  had  a  mighty 
resurection  64  years  later  in  Virginia  I 

The  Eacglish  Port  Shipping  lists  are  well  preserved,  fortunately, 
and  the  different  "Mayflowers"  were  studied  as  early  as  1849  by  Mr. 
Hunter,  and  his  article  still  stands  as  one  of  considerable  authority* 

Most  Sincerely  Yours, 
L.D.  White. 


/ 


1620—2020 


Massachusetts  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants 


INCORPORATED  1896 


Zbe  ^aisflower  Descen&ant " 


«« 


^Ebe  /iBagtlowec  Oenealogfes 


An  Illustrated  Quarterly.     $5.00  per  year 

{Free  to  Members  of  the  Society) 


George  Ernest  Bowman,  Secretary  and  Editor 
Society's  House,  9  Walnut  Street,  Boston 


To  include  every  Mayflower  Descendant 
{Jn  preparation) 


20  January,  1930. 


Mrs.  Charles  F.  White, 
230  Warren  Street, 
Brookline,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Fnite: 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  Wat  T,  Mayo,  of  Hague, 
Virginia,  asking  about  the  "subsequent  sailings  and  ultimate 
fate  "  of  the  Mayflower, 

He  says  that  he  has  been  referred  to  the  "Society  of 
Mayflower  Descendants"  by  Mr,  Tuttle,  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society, 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  this  is  the  County  Clerk 
(?)  of  whom  you  told  me,  and  should  like  to  know  before 
answering  his  letter. 

Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  about  this. 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


Editor . 


GEB:PL 
Enc . 


THE  HANK  FAMILY 


(By  Myia  Hank  Rudolph) 
FOKEWOKD 

It  ifi  my  piirpuso,  in  the  r'ollow- 
mg  articles,  to  set  forth  sm-)i  facts 
as  are  known  to  pertain  to  the 
Hank  family — mine  own  wellibe- 
^oved  people.  There  have  been 
lately  published  a  great  many 
guesses  anrl  erroneiais  conclusions 
tis  to  one  member  of  this  really 
good  old  family  and  it  seems  hard- 
ly riglit,  when  so  much  is  known 
of  both  the  ancestors  and  descend- 
ants of  William  Hank  of  Green- 
brier and  Monroe  counties,  Vir-| 
ginia .  now  West  Virginia,  to  al- 
low these  conclusions  to  go  uncor- 
i-ected. 

It  will  be  found  that  each  state- 
ment of  a  fact  is  i>roperly  backed 
by  a  record  for  which  reference, 
us  to  where  the  lecord  may  be 
found,  is  given.  These  references 
— which,  to  the  casual  reader,  seem 
xinnecessary  nuisances,  but  to  the 
careful  reader,  or  genealogist,  open 
up  a  niost  interesting  field  of  re- 
seai-ch — are  to  be  found  in  a  group 
at  the  close  of  each  article.  Each 
group  is  made  up  of  the  number  of 
references  which  art;  required  to 
give  back-bone  to  the  particular 
article  which  they  follow.  It  will 
be  found  that  a  single  document 
often  offers  proof  for  many  state- 
ments. 

It  is  the  writer's  plan,  with  the 
consent  of  the  editor,  to  devote  one 
artich!  to  each  of  the  early  genera- 
tions of  the  family.  The  articles 
are  Jiumbered  and  titled  as  follows  : 

I.  John  Hank  of  Ilkeston,  Der- 
byshire, England. 

II.  John  Hank  of  Whitemarsh, 
Philadelphia  county,  Pennsylvania. 

III.  John  Hank  and  his  Wife, 
Margaret  Hank  of  Kockinghara 
COtinty,  Virginia. 

IV.  William  Hank  of  Monroe 
county,  Virginia^now  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

In  the  old  records     the  name 

i 

Hank  is  spelled  in  various  ways — 
Hanke,  Hanck,  Hancke  and  Hanks. 
The  land  conveyances,  wills,  etc., 
are  to  be  found  on  file  in  the  court- 
houses of  the  different  counties"  in- 
volved ;  the  greater  part  of  the 
other  records  (juoted    or  referred 

,  to,  are  to  be  found  among  Friends' 
records  in  the  tiles  of  the  Pennsyl- 

'  vania  Historical  and  (ienealogical 
Society,  13th  and  Locust  Sts.,  I'liil- 
adelphia.  The  minutes  of  the  dif-, 
fercnt  Friends'  Meetings  constitute 

j  the  most  interesting    of  records. 

j  These  minutes  are  soul-searching  | 
and  sonl-revealing  to  a  degree: 
every  lapse  and  tlie  rebuke  there- 
for being  candidly  set  down — for 
all  of  which  the  genealogist  is  tru- 
ly thankful. 

The  Friends'  method  of  record- 
ing dates  has  been  rigidly  adhered  ! 
to  when  quoting  Friends'  records.  ■ 
This  method  is    peculiar  to  the; 
Friends,  and  it  must  be  borne  in  { 
mind  by  him  who  feels  thai  he 
)nust  call  "8ino."  by  another  name 
(against     which     practice,  wlien 
(|Uoting  dates  recorded  by  Friends, 
the  writer  strongly  advi.ses)  that, 
until  about  the  middle  of  the  eigh- 
reenth  century,     March  was  the 
lirst  month  of  the  year,    and  so 

■•8ni<)."  was  May;  "iOmo."  Decem- 

liiT — it  «bnnld  Iwi  ptc 


(The  numbers  in  jiareutheses  in- 
dicate the  references  at  the  end  of: 
the  article.) 

To  Mr.  A.  E.  Ewing,  of  Grand 
Uapids,  Michigan,  I  am  especially  | 
indebted  for  his  help  in  the  pre- 
paration of  tliese  articles,  as  well  ] 
as  the  use  of  many  records  from  ^ 
his  collection  of  Hank  data.  i 
To  Miss  Ida  M.  Tarbell  of  New 
York  City.  Jlrs.  Charles  F.  White 
of  Brookline,  Mass.,  Miss  Harriet 
P.  Marine  of  Baltimore,    Mr.  Al- 
fred Rudulph  Justice  and  "Mr.  Wm. 
T.  Elkinton  of  Philadelphia,  Dr. 
John  W.  Wayland    of  Harrison- 
burg, Va.,  and  Dr.  Louis  A.  . Warren 
of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  I  am  deep- 
ly gi-ateful  for  records  from  their 

collections. 

MYRA  HANK  Kl  DOLPH, 
831  Woodbine  Ave.,  S.  E. 

Warren,  Ohio. 


1. 

Jolin  Hank  of  Ilkeston,  Derbyshire, 
England. 

The  Hank  family  record  bci^ins 
witli.  John  Hank  of  Ilkeston,  Der- 
byshire, England,  the  great-grand- 
father of  William  Hank  of  Monroe, 
.lohn  an<l  his  kinsman,  Luki'  Hank 
of  P^astwood,  Nottinghamshire,  and 
their  kinswonjan,  Aim  (Hank) 
Woolley,  wife  of  William  Woolley, 
were  members  of  the  .Society  of 
Friends  (commonly  called  (Junk- 
ers) and  attended  Chestertield 
-Alouthly  Meeting,  as  well  as 
Breach  Meeting,  in  Derbyshire.  If 
is  in  the  minutes  of  thesi'  two 
meetings  that  the  English  records 
quoted  are  to  be  found. 

L»ike  Hank  of  Eastwood  married 
Jane  Wheatcroft,  daughter  of 
Francis,  at  Fritchley,  3  mo.  .">,  KWO. 
They  had  a  son  named  Luke,  l)oru 
2  mo.  1,  1681,  of  wliom  nothing 
more  is  known  to  tin;  writer.  Six 
days  after  the  birth  of  this  son 
.lane  Hank,  wife  of  Luke,  died.  (1  ) 
Luke  Hank  and  William  Wmilley 
signed  David  Krentiiall's  Cerlili- 
cate  of  Removal  fr<nn  Breach  Meet- 
ing to  Friends  at  London,  8  nn).  10, 
lUSl.  (2)  ^ 

In  HJ82  Luk(.'  Hank  purchased  of 
William   Penn   tive   hundred  acres 
of  land  in  what  was  tlien  Chester 
county,  I'eiDisy] vania.      Two  hun- 
dred acres  of  this  land  lay  in  Xew- 
tfin   Township    (now   in  Delaware 
county),  and  the  grant  shows  that 
the  land  was  surveyed  1(»  mo.  7, 
'l(iS3;  the  other  tract  of  land,  con- 
taining 303  acres,    lay    in  Darliy 
Township    (now  Ujiper   Darby,  in 
I  Delaware  county),  and  it  was  sur- 
veyed Nov.  8,  1GS2,  and  palonled 
11  mo.  17,  1084.    Luke  sold  the  last 
mentioned  tract,  through  his  attor- 
ney, John    Blunstone,  to  Thomas 
'  Bradshaw  and  William  Garratt,  1 
,  mo.  n,  1688.   (3)    In  a  list  of  in- 
habitants and  landowner.s  in  Penn- 
I  sylvania,  in  1084,  is  found  :  "Lidic 
Hank,  M  yr.s.  ouUl."    (4)       In  a 
1080-00  list  of  landowner.s.   he  is 
set  down  as  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred acres,  (o) 

When  Luke  married  Jane  Wheat- 
croft lie  was  foi-ty-six  years  of  age 
— probalily  a  widower  with  at 
least  one  daughter,  Elizabclli ;  for 
we  find  Eiizaberli  Hank  of  Darby 
marrying  William  Eviiies  (als(» 
spelled  Evens)  of  Evesham,  West 
.Jersey,  at  Darby  Meeting,  in  Che.s- 

rei-  Cn.   I':)      in   1K<i:1     ( i\ \  \\'ilH;ini 


and  Elizabeth  had  a  daughter, 
'•Elizabeth  Evens,  Jr.," — so  she 
.signed  her  name  in  the  relatives' 
column,  as  a  witness  to  the  mar- 
riage of  her  cousin,  Jolni  Hank, 
and  Rel)ecca  Brian  in  1737.  (7) 
After  lOIizabeth's  marriage  I.,nke 
Hank  returned  to  England  and 
died  at  Eastwood,  his  old  home, 
(i  mo.  10,  1701  :  he  was  buried  at 
Breach.  (S)  Luke  was  the  first 
member  of  the  Hank  family  in  A- 
merica ;  he  seems  to  have  broken 
a  trail  foi-  the  descendants  of  John 
Hank  of  Ilkeston — i)resumably  his 
bi'other. 

.lohn  Hank  of  Ilkeston  (also 
spelled  Elehestane,  Tlkston,  and 
llson)  was  of  the  family  referred 
to  by  Besse  in  •'Suffeiings  of  the 
(Quakers."  (!))  Our  particular  John 
had  two  sons:  Luke,  born  (i  nio.  14, 
1073,  and  later  known  as  Luke 
Hank  of  Sawli'y,  l>erbyshire,  lOug- 
laiid  ;  and  John,  born  mo.  21,  1070 
and  later'known  as  John  Hank  of 
Wiiifemarsh,  Philadelphia  Co.,  Pa. 
(10)  John  of  Ilkeston  died  10  uio 
S,  1079.  (11  ) 

Luke  Hank  of  Sawley  married 
Ilannali  Bi-owii,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard of  Shuftingh,  at  Warwick 
l'"rien(ls  Monthly  Meeting,  2  mo.  S, 
I702.  (12)  They  had  a  son.  John: 
and  Hannah,  the  wife  and  mother, 
died  11  \m.  'ir,,  1708-!).  (13)  Tlieir 
son,  John,  first  appeared  in  .\meri- 
can  records  in  1730.  when  his  uncle 
John  Haidv  of  Wliilemarsli,  left 
liim  S  pounds  liy  the  terms  of  his 
will,  made  Dec.  T_',  1730,  and  called 
him  ■■cuson" — that  is,  neiiliew.  ( 14  ) 
In  old  records  the  conunon  word 
used  in  referring  to  a  nephew  or 
niece  was  "cousin."  This  "(Uison" 
.lohn  Ilaidc,  son  of  I^uke  of  Sawley, 
lia.s  been-fhe  subject  of  nmch  guess- 
ing on  the  part  of  casual  observers 
of  Hank  history,  and  lu'  has  fre- 
(luenlly  been  c(Mifused  with  his 
lirst  cousin,  the  oldest  son  of  .lohn 
of  Whitemarsli  ;  but  his  ivcord  is 
now  clear, — probably  clearer  than 
tli.if  of  any  other  nieinber  of  this 
family, — .for  anyone  with  lime  and 
patience  may  follow  him  from  1730 
until  1772,  with  never  a  (|uestion 
as  to  his  whereabouts.  The  writer 
has  in  Iier  possession  copies  of 
eiubt  Certificates  4)f  Removal,  all  of 
which  refer  to  this  particular  Jolni 
llanlc.  Tw<t  of  the  cerf ifieates  re- 
cord his  sojourn  in  Eii.i;land  from 
1744  to  1753,  during  which  time  he 
was  a  member  of  Ijcicester  Meet- 
ing. (I."))  He  married  Rebecca 
P.rian.  daughter  of  "Thom.is  Brian, 
late  of  Northampton  Twp.,  Bur- 
lington Co.,  N.  J.,"  at  Burlington 
-Meeting,  7  nni.  22,  1737.  His  kins- 
women, "lOliziibeth  Evens"  and 
■"lOliz.ibel  h  Ih  ens,  .Ir.,"  witnessed 
this  wedTliiig.  siguinu  flieir  names 
(lirecfly  under  the  name  of  Rebec- 
ca's widowed  mill  her — Rt'lieeca 
P.rian.  liJIizabelh  (Hank)  Evens 
and  her  daughler  \\('re  the  only 
relatives  of  the  groom  who  were 
l)resent.  (16) 

John  and  Reliecca  (Hriaii)  Hank 
bad  two  children:  llaiiuah,  born  1 
mo.  14,  173.S-!):  (17i  and  .John,  who 
married  Rachel  lOwing  (one  recmd 
says  RaclK'l  ICvans)  lo  nn).  T,  1770. 
(18)  'J'his  son  was  ,ippoint(nl  ad- 
Jiiinisfrator  of  his  father's  estate 
.Iidy  21.  1772.  (10)  The  writer  is 
(jiiile  ccM'tain  I  hat  this  son  \vas  ilie 
John  Il.ank  who  appt^-ired  in  Shen- 1 
andoali   County,  ^'irginia.  in  1783,  | 


and  of  wbonj  she  has  records  until 
his  death  in  1829;,  but  tlie  record 
which  proves  these  two  men  to 
have  beeu  oue  and  the  same  lias 
not  yet  been  found  and  furtlier 
search  must  be  made. 

This  l)rings  us  to  John  Hank  of  I 
Whiteniarsli,  younger  son  of  Jolui  ; 
of  Ilkeston,  and  the  .sul)joct  of  our  : 
next  article. 
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II. 


JOHN  HANK  OF  UHITKMAKSH 

John  Hank  of  Whitemaryli 
Townsliii),  PhiladHpliKi  (■ouiity, 
Pennsylvauia,  tlio  t;raudt'athcr  of 
William  Hank  t>f  .Monroe^,  was 
born  111  Ilkeston,  I  >('i-liysliii-t'.  Eng- 
land, 5  mo.  lil.  liiTij.  till-  younger 
son  of  John  of  Ilkeston,  and  tl(e 
brother  of  Taike  Haidc  of  SawU'y. 
(1)  John  cana;  to  America  before 
0  mo.  0,  KiOS,  anil  lived  for  ;i  while 
in  Darby  Townsliip,  Chester  Co., 
I'LL.  On  tli(>  above  dale  ho  sii;ne(l 
liis  name,  ".lolui  llanke."  as  one 
of  tiie  witnesses  to  the  wedding 
cerenn)ny  of  .losiah  Hiliberd  and 
Ann  lionsall,  at  Darby  Meeting. 
(U)  It  will  be  remembe^'ed  that  it 
was  in  this  district-  that  Lnke 
Hank  f  lG;-!4-l  Till )  o|^  ICastwood  pur- 
chased five  luiudred  ac-res  of  land 
from  William  I'enu  in  John 
Hank  continued  u  member  of  Dar- 
by IMeeting  until  Inle  in  tlie  year 
1700,  when  be  took  up  his  resideneo 
in  Whitemarsb.  I'iiere  are  eight 
entries  in  the  minutes  of  Darby 
i\Ieeting,  beginning  10  mo.  6,  IGOD, 
and  ending  y  mo.  j!.  1700,  in  which 
the  name  of  .Tohn  Hank  (also  spel- 
led Hanke,  Hanck.  and  Hancke,  by 
Ihe  clerk)  and  that  of  John  Roades 
(also  .spelled  Rodes  and  Rhoades) 
figure  as  priuci[)als  in  a  "difrence" 
over  money   matter.s.  (3) 

On  the  last  day  of  the  "Tith  mc)." 
(July  31).  1700,  .Tohn  Hank  of 
Darliy.  County  of  Chester,  in  the 
provinc-e  of  I'ennsylvania,  purcha.s- 
ed  of  William  Southebe,  for  thirty- 
five  pounds  current  money,  250 
acres  of  land  in  Whitemarsb  Twp., 
Phila.  Co.,  I'a.  (4)  On  Dec.  l.o, 
1713.  he  bought  of  Edward  Farm- 1 
cr  in'the  same  township,  300  acres 
of  land.  (.">)  It  was  this  fjr.O-acre' 
e-state  of  which  John  was  possess- ! 
ed  when  he  made  his  will  in  1730, 
and  which  he  requested  \ie  sold  af- 
ter his  death  and  the  proceeds  be 
divided  proportionately  among-  his 
wife,  Sarah,  and  his  seven  living 
children. 

Whitemarsb  Towmship  was,  at 
Ihis  time,  in  Philadelphia  county ; 
nearby,  though  not  adjoining,  was 
Gwynedd  (pironounced  Gwen-eth) 
ToTOisblp — now  .called  North 
Wales — which  was  settled  by 
Welsh  Friends  in  1(598.  These 
townships  are  now  in  iMontgomery 
county.  The  leader  of  Gwynedd 
colony,  until  his  death,  3  mo.  ;>0, 
1745,  was  Cadwallader  P^vans,  yon 
ofiilCvan  of  Merionethsliire,  Wales. He 
was  born  in  lOW,  and  had  married 
Ellen,  daughter  of  .Tohn  iSIorris  of 
Rryu  Gwyn,  iJenljiglLShire,  Wales. 
When  Cadwallader  and  Ellen  left 
their  native  bind,  in  ICDS.  for  A- 
merica.  on  tlie  goiwl  ship.  -'IJoljoit 
and  Elizabeth."  tlieir  children 
numbered  four:  when  they  di.sem- 
barkedjit  flie  port  of  I'liiladelphia. 
July  .!(.  Ki'/S,  their  cliildren  were 
but  two — Sarah  and  Jolui.  ((li 


On  tile  lOtb  day  of  (he  lUtli  mo., 
1711.  John  Hanke  of  Whiteiiiaisb. 
"yoemaii."  and  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Cadwallader   and    Ellen    Evans  <.f 
Gwynedd.  •■siiinster,"  were  married 
at  Gwynedd     AppoiiUed  .Meeting, 
held  in  Radnor  meeting  house.  The 
Gwynedd  i''rieiids  had  no  meeting 
house  of  their  own  until  1714.  A- 
mong  tlie  names  of  the  forty-eight 
persons   who   signed   as  \\itiiesses 
to  this  marriage     were  those  of 
.lohn  Rodes   (be  with  whom  John 
had  had  the  tpiarrel  eleven  years 
before  in  Darby).  T-dward  Farmer, 
nud  sixteen  who  bore  the  name  of 
J'iVans.       CadualladtM-   bad  three 
brothers.     Thomas,     Itobert.  and 
Owen,  each  with  a  large  family.  (7) 
John  and  Sarah  lived  in  Wliile- 
niarsli     Townshii)     hut     at  tended 
<;wyne<ld  Meeting,  and  it  is  in  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting  lliat  the 
birth  dates  of  their  eight:  children 
are  to  be  found.      Their  children 
were:  .lohn.  horn  !i  mo.  2(),  171-". 
-lane,  honi  y  mo.         1714:  Eliza- 
beth, born  11  ino.  '28,  171(i:  Wil- 
liam,   born    ]711).    died;  William, 
born  0  mo.  12,  1720;  Samuel,  born 
1  mo.  ir.,  1723;  .Joseph,  horn  ]72,'): 
and  Sarah,  born  S  mo.  S,  172S.  (S) 
The  name    of    Joliii    Hank  of 
Whitemarsb  appears  on  a  commit- 
tee of  those  who,  in  171(i,  were  to 
look  into  the  matter  of  making  a 
road   that  was  to  lead  "to  and 
from   Robert  Jones's  mill  and  to 
(livers   jioints  in   this  county." (9) 
On   4)eceniber   12,     1730,  John 
Hanks    of   Whiteniarsh   made  his 
will ;  this  will  was  proved  May  31, 
373],    He  appointed  his  wife,  Sar- 
ah, executrix    and  his  brother-in- 
law,  John  Evans,  and  his  friends, 
Thomas  Evans  (son  of  Owen)  and 
.Jonatban   Robeson,   trustees.      He  i 
named,   twice,  each  of  his  seven 
living  children,   John.  .Jane.  Eliz- 
abeth,   William,    Samuel.  Joseph, 
and  Sarah,  and  rciiuesteil  that  af- 
ter the  sale  of  his  Whiteniarsh  es- 
tate two-thirds  of  the  proceeds  be 
divided  among  them — each  sou  to 
receive  one  share  and  each  daugh- 
ter to  re<'ei  ve   orie'h^ilf  of  one  share, 
the  boys  to  receive    theirs  when 
Iwenty-two  years  of  age:  tlie  girls 
when    nineteen.    The   wituessi-s  to 
Ibis  will  wei(>  Is.i.ic  JVi!li.iiii>.  Wil- 
liam Trolier.  ami     i»,ivid  D.ivies. 
It   will   bi'    recalleii    that     I.y  the 
ti'i'ins  of  tiiis  will  ./r)lin  ll.mk.  .S()u 
of  Luke  lif  Sawit'y.  and  nopliew  of 
John   of     Whitemarsb.     vv;is  left 
eight  pounds,  i  lit  > 

After  the  death  of  her  husband. 
Sarah  Hank  went  Itack  to  rhe  home 
4if  her  father.  ( 'adwalhuier  I'vans. 
and  it  was  from  there,  at  Ciwynedii 
.Meeting.  1  mo.  0,  1732-3.  that  she 
married  Thomas  Williams,  widow- 
er, of  Montgomery  IVi)..  Phila, 
Co..  Pa.  Among  the  witnesses 
were  John,  ^\'illianl,  Samuel,  John 
(the  •■cuson"),  .l;uie  and  Elizabeth 
Hank,  .loseph  and  Sarah  wvvf  too 
.small  to  act  ;is  -svitne^ses. ( 11 ) 
Thointis  ^Villianls  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  and  Sarah  ( Evans  i  Hank 
was  bis  third  wife.  His  first;  wife 
was  (."atlierine  Thomas,  whom  he 
had  married  in  1714:  his  second 
was  Jane  Richards,  whom  he  mar- 


ried in  1720.(12)  By  his  tirst  wife 
he  had  two  sops,  Daniel  and 
RtHr-se :  b,v  his  second,  four  daugh- 
ters, the  eldest  of  whom  .was  Mar- 
garet, born  4  mo.  '2~j,  1721.  Mar- 
.garet  is  of  particular  interest  to 
ithc  readers  of  these  articles,  for 
she  married  her  step-brother,  John 
Hank,  the  oldest  son  of  Sarah,  and 
the  subject  of  the  next  article. 

Jane  Hank,  born  S  rao.  12,  1714, 
married  John  Roberts  of  Whitpaiu, 
3  mo.  13,  173().  To  this  union  ten 
children — Cadwallader,  John.  Eliz- 
abeth, Ruth,  Sarah.  Ann,  ITane.Maxy 
Job  and  Jonah — were  born.  Jane 
(Hank)  Roberts  died  in  1702.  and 
in  1704  John  Roberts  married 
.lane's  step-sister.  Eleanor  Wil- 
liams, daughter  of  Thomas.  The 
Roberts  family  is  a  fine  one  and 
many  Pennsylvanians  of  today,  in- 
cluding members  of  the  Cleaver, 
Shoemaker,  Morgan,  Foulks,  Hal- 
lowell  and  (Jriflith  families,  trace 
their  ancestry  to  John  and  Jane 
(Hank)   Roberts  of  Whitpaiu. (13) 

Elizabeth  Hank,  born  11  mo.  2«. 
171(5.  is  said  to  have  married  John 
Evans  and  bad  a  son  Cadwallader: 
the  writer  has,  to  date,  been  unable 
to  tind  any  recurd  of  Elizabeth's 
marria.ge.  The  search,  hiuvevor.  is 
not  ended. 

Sarah  Hank,  born  S  mo.  S.  172S. 
the  yonn.gest  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Ev.-ins)  Hank,  was  given  a 
Certilicate  of  Removal  from  (.iwy- 
nedd  .Meeting  to  Kiirliugton.  \.  J.. 
-Meeting.  3  mo.  Ml.  17r/2.(14)  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Biirlin.g- 
ton   (.'ounty     wa.s   the     home  of 

Sarah's  cousin,  John  Hank,  who 
married  Rebecca  Brian  in  1737. 

William  Hank,  born  D  mo.  12, 
1720,  appeared  as  a  taxpayer  in 
-Maxatawney  Tvvp..  Berk.-^  (,'o..  I'u.. 
in  I7.")4. 1  l."> )  He.  too.  went  tu  New 
.Iel'se.\-  and  settled  in  Essex  coun- 
^\'illi.■^m  Babiwin  was  appoint- 
ed administi-ator  of  his  estate  Oct. 
10.  17U0.  (l(j) 

Samuel  Hank,  b(;rn  1  uio.  17>, 
1723,  was  complained  of  by  Gwy- 
nedd Friends  (reason  not  given), 
-"i  mo.  20.  17.^2,  and  he  and  several 
other  young  men  were  disowned  by 
Ihe  meeting,  7mo.  28,  1752.(17)  He 
went  to  New  Jersey  and  there,  Oct. 
I  2(i,  IToS.  he  married  by  license^ 
Sarah  (Joing  of  Burlington  Co., 
.\e>.\  Jersey.  (IS) 

.loseiib  Hank,  hi  an  in  172.''i,  is  oC 
jiarticular  interesi  to  historians, 
f(U-  many  claim  that  he  was  thi^ 
ancestor  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 
It  can  lie  .said  here  onl.\-  that  he 
might  have  been:  there  is  no  proof 
yvi  that  he  was  or  that  lie  was  not. 
(Jenealogy.  like  mathematics,  is  an 
exaci  scit'uce  and  theories  prove 
nothing.  No  om;  knows  who  Josi')>h 
Hanks  of  Ilauiiishire  county.  Vir- 
ginia, was  or  where  he  came  from, 
and  it  would  be  as  futile  for  the 
writer  to  assert  without  proof  that 
he  came  from  Berks  (.'ounty,  Penn- 
sylvania, a.s  it  is  for  anyone  to  as- 
sert without  proof  that  he  came 
from  any  other  named  district. 
Theri'  were  several  men  living  in 
the  eighteenth  century  who  bore 
the  name  "Joseiib  Hank(s)"  and, 
if  one  believes  all  the  '•traditions"; 
that  he  hears,  it  would  seem — since  i 


the  finding  of  the  Hanks-Putman 
mortgage-deed  at  Romney^that 
•Mcb  ouo  of  these  men  ''went  to 
Kt-nhuky  via  Hampshire  county" 
and  had  in  his  family  a  '•Nancy 
who  niarried  Thomas  Lincoln." 

It    would   be  well   to  renu^mber' 
that   ijo  one   knows   the   name  ofi 
the  wife  of  Joseph  llauk?*of  nauiii-| 
.shire,  for  no  wife  signed  the  IIM, 
d«H^d :   iiur  does  anyone  know  tliei 
names  of  his  children.      iVone  of | 
these  children  was  of  age  in  17s2, : 
which  means  that  nime  of  the  nine 
was  born  before  I'JH-.  i 
Joseph  Hank,  son  of  John  and 
Surah  (L'vans)   flank,  was  one  of. 
se\en    cliildren    meiuioned    in  his' 
lather's  will  of  ]7:>(t:n!ti    he  was; 
complaiufd  of  by  (.iwynedd  Friends: 
along  with  several     oj/her  young! 
nu  n.  including  his  broliier  Samuel, 
in  IToii.  but  he  wa.s  not  disowned! 
as   were   the   others. (liui     iiy    the  i 
;iurh  of  1  mo.  1758.  he  had  •  remov- 
ed  within   the  compa.ss  of  Exeter 
Miuiilily  Meeting,"  in  Berks  Coun- 
ty, and  a   Certificate  was  onlered  I 
U'  he  written  and  sent  lifter  hiui.  ' 
1-1)    The  certilicate   was  ayprov- ' 
ed  ,ind  signed  the  27th  of  U  nio. 
lir>;-!:    but    was    nor    presented  to 
Kxeter     I'"rieiuis     imril   r«  mo.  30.  i 
17r)4.  ( i.':.' )    Joseph    was    sununoneil  i 
tn  appear^at  Exeter  Meeting  (i  mo.' 
-I.  1754.  1  mo.        17.")4,  .md  S  mo.  ^ 
'2'j.   17;j4,  all  of  which  he  ignored 
and  accordingly,  a  "•te.stimony"  was 
(jrdered  to  he  drawn  against  him 


on  the  last  mentioned  date. (23) 
On  the  2Uth  day  of  !•  mo.  17;j4,  the 
following  testimony  was  i-ead : 

•'Whereas  Josepii    Hank    (by  a 
Certificate  sent     after  him  from 
North  Wales  (Gwyneddi   is  found 
to  he  of  our  Society,  hut  not  ad- 
hering to  the  "VVituess  of  God  in  his 
own  heart,  and  likewise  Marrying 
one   of     another     I'rofession     for , 
which  he  has  refused  to  give  Sat- i 
isfaction.    We  do  therefore  hereby  i 
!>i.sown  the  said  Joseph   Hank  to  I 
be  of.  our   Soc-iety   until  he  gives  • 
manifest  signs  of  True  Repentance,  ' 
which  we  heartily  Desire  he  may.  i 

Signed  iu  Behalf  of  the  said  i 
Meeting  bv 

JOHN  HUGHES.  Clerk." 

It  was  reportiHi  at  the  next 
monthly  meeting,  31st  day  of  10 
mo.  1704.  that  Joseph  Hank  desired 
no  appeaL(24)  He  was  no  longer 
a  Friend. 

Joseph  Hank  wa.s  taxed  in  Read- 
ing TowiLShip,  Berks  Co..  I'a..  from 
1754  until  1758; (25)  he  w-as  taxed 
in  Exeter  Township,  same  county, 
1770  and  1780.(2G)  Further  search 
is  being  made. 
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THE  HANK  FAMILY 

(B.V  Myra  Haiilv  Kiulolpli) 


III. 

JOHN  HANK  AND  HIS  WIFE, 
RIAKftAKKT    H  A  N  K,  OF 
ROOKlN(JH.AiM  COl'NTY 
VIRGINIA. 

John  Hank,  the  father  of  Wil- 
liam Hank  df  Wumi-dc,  wu.s  born  in 
.Whitemaryh  Twp..  I'hila.  Co.,  I'a., 
Omo.  20,  1712,  tlie  oldest  child  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Evans)  Hank. 
(1)  When  John  was  eighteen 
years  old  lii.s  fatlier  died;  by  the 
lernis  of  I  he  will  Joliii  was  U'ff.  a 
portion  of  his  father's  While- 
marsli  estate  and  "the  mare  which 
lie  now  calls  his  own,  for  him  to 
enjoy  and  dispose  of  us  herinbefore 
excepted."  (2) 

The  widow  Sarah  (Kvansj  Hank 
married,  as  .her  second  hnsband. 
Thomas  Williams  of  iVIontgomery 
Twp.,  Phila.  Co.,  I'a..  Imo.  0,  H32- 
3,  and  went  from  her  father's  homo 
in  Gwyncdd,  to  her  new  husband's 
home. (3)  W"it\i  her  went  her  sev- 
en Hank  children — John.  Jane 
Elizabetii,  William,  Samuel,  Joseph 
and  Sarali ;  John  was  tiien  twenty 
years  of  age,  while  Sarah,  the 
youngest,  was  but  four.  Tliere  were 
other  children  in  this  Montgomery 
Township  home,  for  Thomas  Wil- 
liams had  been  twice  a  widower  be- 
fore he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Hank. 
His  first  wife  was  Catherine  Thom- 
as, whom  he  had  married  (hno.  10, 
1714;  his  second,  Jane  Richards, 
whom  he  had  married  8mo.  14, 
1720.(4) 

One  of  the  children  of  Thomas 
and  Jane  Williams  was  MargareE, 
who  was  born  4mo.  25,  1721. (4a) 
This  daughter  married  Sarah's  old- 
est son,  John  Hank.  John  and 
Margaret  first  declared  their  in- 
tentions of  marriage  12rao.  22, 
1736;  second,  Imo.  29,  1737.  They 
were  married  in  the  second  month 
of  1737 — the  record  does  not  give 
the  day  of  the  month;  this  omis- 
sion is  common  among  Friends' 
records  when  the  marriage  was  not 
performed  at  a  regular  monthly 
meeting.  (5)  Since  there  are  no  re- 
corded objections  to  this  marriage, 
it  must  have  been  acceptable,  for 
the  Friends  as  a  rule  frowned  up- 
on early  marriages  and  their  re- 
cords do  not  fail  to  give  proof  of 
their  objections. 

John  and  Margaret  (Williams) 
Hank  continued  to  attend  Gwynedd 
Meeting  until  1700;  in  that  year 
they  secured  a  Certificate  of  Re- 
moval from  Gwynedd  to  Richland 
Meeting.  Within  two  years,  how- 
ever,—8mo.  25.  1752— they  produc- 
ed at  Gwynedd  Monthly  Meeting  a 
Certificate  of  Removal*  from  Rich- 
land. (0)  John  Hank  remained  a 
member  of  Gwynedd  until  lino.  26. 
1768,  oji  which  date  a  testification 
against  him  was  read  and  signed 
and  he  was  disowned  as  a  jnember, 
because  of  debt. (7)  This  testifica- 
tion is  the  last  proven  record  per- 
taining to  this  John  Hank,  during 
'his  life  Time,  that  the  writer  has  iii 
her  possession.  He  is  thought  to  I 
have  died  before  .Margaret  and  her  I 
six  living  children  moved  to  Angus- 1 


under  Capt.  Charles  Stewart.  He 
was  then  twenty-one  years  old  and 
ait  himself  down  as  a  farmer.  (14) 
ifter  the  family's  removal  to  'V^ir- 
ta  county.  Virginia,  in  1774  ;(.s)  he  hua  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  tlie 
is  known,  however,  to  have  been  Eighth  ^'irginia  Regiment,  Mar.  22, 
dead  by  1781.  for  Margaret  was  776.  in  Capt.  David  Stephenson's 
called  the  "Widow  Hank"  in  Hope-  'ompany.  This  enlistment  was  for 
well,  Virginia,  Friends'  records  of  hree  years;  at  its  expiration,  how- 
that  year.  (9)  ver,  iie  reenlisted  and  served  un- 

John  and  Margaret  Hank  had  il  captured  by  tlie  British  at  Char- 
nine  children.  The  sons  were :  eston,  S.  C.,  in  17S0.;  he  M-as  held 
John,  the  first  child,  born  in  1738.  prisoner  of  war.  at  Jamaica,  for 
Caleb,  Williams,  (always  known  a 


William),  and  Joshua.  The  daugh- 
ters were:  Jane,  Susannah.  Elean- 
x>r,  Margaret,  and  Hannah,  the 
youngest  child,  who  was  born  in 
1760.  It  has  been  repeatedly  stat- 
ed that  John  and  Margaret  Hank 
were  the  parents  of  Nancy  Hanks, 
born  in  1784;  but  it  is  not  hard  to 
see  that  Margaret  (Williams) 
Hank,  who  was  born  in  1721,  and 
who  was  a  widmiiat  least  as  early 
as  1781,  coulOTnJve  given  birth  to 
a  daugliter  nained  Nancy  Hanks  in 
1784. 

Of  the  nine  children  named  a- 
bove  three  died  in  Pennsylvania. 
Two  of  these— Jane  and  Joshua — 
died  in  infancy,  and  if  their  deaths 
had  not  been  duly  recorded  as  fol- 
lows in  Gwynedd  minutes,  we  of 
today  would  have  known  nothing 
of  their  existence :  "Death — ^mo. 
9,  1745,  Jane,  daughter  of  .John  and 
Margaret  Hank.''  "Death — 5mo.  31. 
1758,  Joshua,  son  of  John  and  Mar- 


leven  months.  He  fought  at  Tren- 
<in  and  P.randywine  and  was  sick 
t  Valley  Forge.  (15)  He  was 
rippled  from  wounds  received  in 
attle.  He  never  married  but  went 
a  latter  years  to  live  with  his 
rother  William,  in  Moproe  coun- 
w  Va.,  now  W. -  Va.  'He  applied 
ir  a  pension  in  1818,  and  in  a  list 
f  iMtmroe  county  pensioners  he  is 
I't  down  as  "John  Hank  who  came 
rom  Rockingham."  (16) 
Tf  Margaret  Hank's  husband  was 
ead  when  she  went  to  Virginia,  it 
ras  her  son,  John,  who  bought  tlie 
orty  iicres  referred  to  in  the  fol- 
owing  letter.  This  letter  was 
^•ritten  by  Ali<e  Haak  Strother.  in 
895.  to  Caroline  Hanks  Hitchcock 
)f  Cambridge,  Mass.  Mrs.  Stroth- 
ir's  home  was  in  ISaltiniore.  and  at 
he  time  of  writing  she  had  just 
eturnod  from  a  visit  with  her  sis- 1 
er.   Mrs.  Charles  D.   Harrison  of 


to 


garet  Hank." (10)      The  third 
die  was  Caleb,  a  young  man. 

.In  1708.  Caleb  Hank,  son  of  John 
had  married  and  had  the  marriage 
ceremony  performed  by  a  "lU'iest." 
This  was  a  violation  of  Friends' 
discipline  and  Caleb  was  complain- 
ed of  by  Gwynedd  Friends  and  the 
complaint  set  down  in  the  minutes. 
One  of  the  men  sent  by  the  meet- 
ing to  talk  with  him  about  the  mat- 
ter was  his  mother's  half 
Daniel  AVilliams.  Caleb  proved  to 
be  "pliant"  and  he  was  forgiven. 
Just  twit  years  later — 1770 — Caleb 
was  dead  and  his  de;ith  was  record- 
ed in  (Jwynedd  minutes. (11)  fie 
left  no  children,  biit  hi,s  lUame, 
"Caleb."  has  been  used  repeatedly 
by  his  brother.  \\'illiain.  and  his 
(les(  ciKh'ints. 

AVlien  Margaret  Hank  move;l 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Augusta 
county,  ^'irgini;l,  she  had  with  her 
two  sons.  Jolin  and  William,  and 
four  daughters.  Susannah.  Eleanor. 
Margaret  and  Hannah.  She  .secur- 
ed a  (.'ertificate  of  Removal  for  her- 
.self  and  four  daughters,  2ino.  22, 
177-1.  from  Gwynedd  iMeeting  to 
Hopewell  Meeting,  in  Frederick 
Co..  Va.(12)  It  will  be  remember- 
ed that  the  Friends'  meeting  hous- 
es in  A'irgiuia  were  few  and  far 
l)etweeii.  which  accounts  for  Mar- 
garet's lieing  a  member  of  a  meet- 
ing held  in  one  county  while  she 
lived  in  another.  She  did  not  pre- 
sent this  certificate  to  Hopewell 
Friends  until  7nio.  7,  1777.(13) 
[Margaret  lived  in  that  part  of 
Augusta  county  which  became 
Rockingham  conntv  in  October. 
1777. 

Margaret's  oldest  son,  John  (bro-' 
Iher  of  William  of  Monroe),  was  a 
soldier  cif  the  French  and  Indian 
War,  as  well  as  of  the  Revolution. 
This  accounts  for  the  absence  of 
his  name  from  Friends'  records. 
He  enlisted  M:\y  21,  1759,  for  Pro- 


Harrisonburg,  Va.  During  the  vis- 
it she  had  searched  the  Rocking- 
ham county  records  in  the  court- 
house in  Harrisonburg.  She  wrote: 
"There" is  110  record  of  any  deed  or 
conveyance  made  out  to  anyone 
whose  name  appears  in  t>ur  record 
except  that  of  a  few  acres — forty, 
I  believe,  sokl  to  one  John  Hank. 
ThiH  is  iiart  of  one  of  the  burnt  re- 
cords and  tiie  very,  part  which  de- 
finitely locates  the  land  is  the  por- 
tion that  was     utterly  destroyed. 

brother.   As  Mrs.  John  Hank  was  a 

wUiow  when  she  came  to  Rocking- 
ham 1  very  much  doubt  that  she 
bought  any  property." ( 17 ) 

The  writer  has  endeavored  to  lo- 
cate the  John  Hank  deed  mention- 
ed, but.  to  date,  has  met  with  .no 
success.  If  such  a  deed  belonged 
in  Harrisonburg,  then  John  Hank 
bought  the  land  after  October,  1777 
for  all  deeds  previous  to  that  date, 
for  land  within  the  present  bound- 
aries of  Rockingham  county,  are  to 
be  found  in  Staunton,  the  county 
seat  of  Augusta  Co.,  Va. 

In  a  letter  of  July  21.  1900,  to  A. 
E.  Ewing,  Mrs.  Strother  wrote : 
"My  record  begins  with  John  Hank 
who  married  Margaret  Williams 
and  settled  in  North  Wales  (Gwy- 
nedd )  Township,  eighteen  miles 
from  Philadelphia.    He  had  a  sis- 


ter  who  married  Johu  Evaus.  Their 
son  was  Cadwallader  Evans.  A-1 
iiother  si.'^ter  (name  also  unknown)  j 
married  Mr.  Robert.s.      Their  son, 
Job   Roberts,   was   the   author  of 
•  Tlie  Pennsylvania  Farmer."  Mar- 
garet Williams    Hanlc,  after  her 
husband's  death,  removed  to  Rock-' 
insham  county.      Her  oldest  son,  i 
.lohn,   nVver   married;    he   was  a' 
Revolutionary    soldier— fought    at  ^ 
a'renton.   Brandywine,   etc.    Caleb, ; 
the  second  son,  died  soon  after  his; 
ma  rriaiie.     presumably  w  i  t  h  o  u  1 1 
heirs.    The  third  and  last  son  was  | 
AVilliams,    not    William.      Yes,  I 
knew  they  were  Quakers.    I  have, 
these  last  two  items  from  my  fath- 
er.    Reese  and    Daniel  Williams 
were  brothers  to  our  great-great- 
grandmothor,  but  T  know  iiolliing 
further  of  them." (IS)  ; 

When  the  writer  of  these  articles  j 
tirst  became  seriously  interested  in; 
(he  history  of  the  Hank  family,! 
.-he  took  the  above  letter  as  a  work- 1 
ing  basis,  ;ind  up  until  this  time  | 
no   single   general   statement  con- 
tained therein  has  been  found  to 
he  wrong.      While  ]Mrs.  Strother's 
knowled.ue  of  her    father's  early 
American  ancestors  was  .somewhat 
limited,  as  compared  with  wliat  is 
known   of   them   today,   what  she 
had       shared  generously  with  her 
contemporaries  was  thoroughly  re- 
liable.   Mrs.  Strother's  letters  are 
beautifully  written  and  are  those 
of  a  gentle  woman  who  was  truly 
a  gentlewoman. 

When  Margaret  Hank  and  her 
daughters  presented  their  Certiti- 
cate  of  Removal  to  the  Friends  of 
JHopewell  Meeting,  in  1777,  three 
years  and  more  had  passed  since 
it  had  been  granted  them  by  the 
Friends  of  Gwynedd.  Such  a  lapse 
of  time  was  a  violation  of  Friends* 
discipline  and  one  usually  severely 
censured;  but  in  this  case  no  re- 
proof was  recorded.  Only  five 
months  later,  ho}j-ever, — 12mo.  1, 
1777, — the  oldest  daughter,  "Susan- 
nah Bryan  (formerly  Hank)"  was 
complained  of  by  Hopewell  Friends 
for  another  violation  of  their  dis- 
cipline— that  of  marrying  one  not 
a  Friend  and  having  the  marriage 
ceremony  performed  by  a  "hireling 
teacher."  that  is,  a  salaried  minis- 
ter. Because  of  this  both  she  and 
iier  sister,  Eleanoi-.  were  disowned 
by  Hopewell  Meeting.  2mo.  2,  177S. 
(iO)    What  had  Eleanor  done? 

.Margaret,  the  third  living  daugh- 
ter, married  William  Cherrington, 
son  of  Clement  and  jNIai-y,  Feb.  18, 
1770;  and.  because  he  was  not  a 
Friend,  she  was  disowned  by  Hope- 
well Meeting,  lOmo.  4,  1779.(20) 
This  couple  had  eight  children: 
Thomas,  born  Dec.  5,  1779:  .Tohu, 
born  Dec.  17,  1781;  Rachel,  born 
April  28,  17S4:  William,  born  Mar. 
0,  1787;  Susimna,  born  Aug.  1. 
1780;  Clement,  born  Dec.  S,  1791; 
Kleanor.  born  Sept.  25,  1794;- and 
Josiah  A.,  born  June  1,  1797.(21) 

In  the  17!X)  census  list  for  Vir- 
L'inia.  William  Cherrington  was 
listed  as  the  head  of  a  family  of 
seven  and  a  resilient  of  Rocking- 
ham CDiuitv.  Sh(>rtly  after  1790, 
tradition  says  in  1701.  William 
Cherrington  and  his  family,  along 
with  his  brother-in-law.  William 
Hank,  and  family,  moved  to  Green- 
brier coiuity.  Virginia.  It  was  in 
Greenbrier  that  Margaret  (Hank) 


Cherrington  died  Sept.  22,  1797. 
William  Cherrington  married  again 
and  moved,  in  1805,  to  Gallia  coun- 
ty. Ohio.  (22) 

When  the  1784  census  of  Rock 
ingham  county  was  taken  iSIargaret 
Hank  was  listed  as  the  head  of  a 
family  of  four,  herself,  John.  Wil- 
liam and  Hannah,  and  a  resident  of 
Rockingham  county.  Of  these,  the 
onlv  Friend  left  was  Hanuali ;  the 
dismissal  of  Margaret  Hank,  the 
mother,  is  thus  recorded  in  Hope- 
well Minutes:  "2ino.  5.  17S1.  It  is 
the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  the 
Friends  appointed  to  visit  the  W^id- 
ow  Haidcs  report  to  the  next 
Monthly  Meeting."  "3mo.  5,  1781, 
Friends  appointed  in  the  Widow- 
Hanks  case  report  that  she  pro- 
poses to  be  at  the  next  Monthly 
Meeting.  Therefore  iier  case  is 
continued  under  the  care  of  the 
same  Friends."  "4mo.  28,  1781. 
The  case  of  the  Widow  Hank  con- 
tinued tuider  the  coiisideration  of 
tills  meeting  another  iuonth,  she 
having  sent  her  reason  for  not  be- 
ing present."  "5mo.  31, 1781.  Where- 
as, Margaret  Hank  not  appearing 
at  this  lueetiug  according  to  expec- 
tation in  order  to  condemn  her  mis- 
conduct in  not  attending  our  relig- 
ious meetings  also  in  countenanc- j 
ing  her  daughter's  going  out  in 
marriage  and  not  taking  the  advice 
of  her  Friends,  which  after  deliber- 
ate consideration  this  meeting  dis- 
owns her  to  be  a  member  of  our 
Society  until  she  becomes  sensible 
to  her  misconduct  and  condemns  i; 
the  same,  which  that  she  may  is 
desired  on  her  behalf.  Joseph  Al- 
len is  appointed  to  show  lier  a 
copy  of  this  minute."  "8nio.  6, 1781. 
The  Friends  appointed  to  take  the 
necessary  care  in  Margaret  Hanks 
case  report  the  service  is  perform- 
ed." (23) 

Hannah  Hank  and  Asliel,  or  Asa, 
Lupton  were  married  5nio.  17,  1787, 
and  the  marriage  was  duly  record- 
ed by  the  clerk  of  Hopewell  Month- 
ly Meeting.  Hannah  was  describ- 
ed as  a  "daughter  of  John  Hank, 
deceased,  and  Margaret  Hank  of 
Rockingham  county,  Va."  Ashel 
Lupton  was  described  as  a  "sou  of 
William,  deceased,  and  Grace  Lup- 
ton of  Frederick  Co.,  Va."  Grace 
Lupton  was  a  Pickering,  and  her  1 
son  Ashel,  or  Asa,  was  born  3mo.  | 
10,  1757.(24) 

This  brings  us  to  William  Hank, 
the  third  son  of  Johu  and  Margaret 
(Williams)  Hank,  and  the  subject 
of  our  next  article. 

Kcfere^ices  for  Article  IIL 

(1)  Gwynedd  Mo.  Mtg.  Rec.-^ 
Births.  1712.  (2),  Jqlin  JIank's 
Will,  Phila.  Bk.  E,  p.  158,  No.  190. 
Philadelphia.  (3)  Gwynedd  Mo. 
Mtg.  Rec— Marriages,  1732-3.  (4) 
Gwynedd  Mo.  Mtg.  Rec. — ^Mar- 
riages, 1714  &  1720,^  Jenkins's  Hist. 
Col.  re  Gwynedd— Marriage  ab- 
stracts. (4a)  Gwynedd  Mo.  Mtg. 
—Births,  1721,  p.  11.  (5)  Gwy- 
nedd Mo.  Mtg.  Rec. — Marriages, 
1730-7.  Minutes,  p.  88,  Phila.  Copy. 

(6)  Gwynedd  Certificates  of  Re- 
moval, 1750.  Minutes,  p.  161;  1752. 

(7)  Gwynedd  Min.,  pp.  227-258; 
17G7-170S.  (8)  Gwynedd  Min.,  p. 
307,  1774.  (9)  Hopewell  Mo.  Mtg., 
Min..  pp.  147,158.  (10)  Gwynedd  I 
Mo.  Mtg.  Rec— Deaths,  1745  &| 
175S.  (11)  Gwynedd  Min.  pp.  | 
201,  202,  263,  274.    (Phila.  copy). 


(12)  Gwynedd  Min.,  p.  302;  17 

(13)  Hopewell  Min.  Bk.  B,  17' 
91.  p.  11.  Phila.  Copy  Hopew 
Min.,  p.  155.  (14)  Pa.  Archiv 
2ud  Series,  Vol  II,  p.  595.  (1 
Rev.  War  Rec.-W^ar  Dept.,  A 
Gen.  Off.,  Washington,  D.  C.  (1 
.Morton's  Histi  of  Monroe  Co., 
.Va.,  Chap.  .VI,  p.  61 ;  Chap.  XX5 
p.  428.  (17)  Strother-Hitchcc 
correspondence,  Dr.  Louis  A.  W 
ren,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  (18)  St 
ther-Ewing  Cor.,  A.  E.  E^vi 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  (19)  Phi 
Copy  of  Hopewell  Min.,  p.  160,  1 
jt20)  Hopewell  Mo.  Mtg.  Min., 
71,  78,  89,  91.  (21)  <'herriugt 
Hitchcock  Cor.— 1895— Dr.  ^-Lo 
A.  W^arven,  Ft.  Wayne.  Ind. 
Cherrington-Ewing  Cor.,  192>s. ' 
E.  Ewing,  Graud  Rapids,  Mi 
(23)  Hopewell  Mo.  Mtg.  Mis., 
147,  158,  162,  168.  (24)  Hope\\ 
Mo.  Mtg.  Min.,  pp.  408,  415,  Bk. 
Marriage  Book  (not  paged).  Ba 
more,  1787.  Jenkins's  Hist.  Col. 
Gwynedd,  footnote,  p.  208.  Ph 
copy  Hopewell  Marriage  Bk.  p. 
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THE  HANK  FAMILY 

By  Myia  Hank  Rudolph 


IV. 

WILLIAM   HANK  OF  MONROE 

Williniii  llauk  of  Moiu'oe  county, 
Virginia,  was  born  in  Penn^sylvuu- 
ia,  tlie  llunl  son  of  .Tohu  and  Mar- 
garet (Williams)  Hank.  His  given 
name  was  his  mother's  maiden 
name — Williams— hut  he  was  al- 
ways known  as  William  Hauk.(l) 
He  a  n  d  his  sister,  Margaret 
(Hank)  Clierriugtou,  were  near 
the  same  age.  She  was  born  April 
10,17")5.  (some  records  give  175S) 
in  Berks  county,  Peun.sylvauia.(2) 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
that  portion  of  I'hiladelphia  coun- 
ty which  became  a  i)art  of  Berks 
county  in  17r.2,  in  turn  became  a 
part  of  Montgomery  county  in  1784. 
(8)  John  and  Murgaret  Hank  at 
no  time  between  the  years  1737 
and  1774— except  for  the  time 
from  17r.O  until  1752,  when  they 
attended  Richland  Meeting,  (4)  — 
lived  very  far  from  Gwynedd.  for 
they  were  in  constant  attendance 
Qt  Gwvnedd  Meeting; (5)  yet  the 
records  show  them  to  have  lived  in 
two  counties,  I'hiladelphia  and 
Berks,  at  different  times,  and  to- 
day the  district  in  ^vhich  they  liv- 
ed is  in  Montgomery  county. 

WJien  Margaret  Hank  went -from 
Fennsylvauia,  in  1774,  to  live  in 
Augusta  county,  Virginia,  she  had 
with  her  six  children :  John  Susan- 
nah, Eleanor,  Margaret,  .William 
and  Hannah. (G)  Of  these  John, 
born  in  173S,  was  the  oldest;  and 
Hannah,  born  in  1J60,  was  the 
youngest.  (7)  In  October,  1777,  the 
•district  in  which  this  family  lived 
became  part  of  the  newly  formed 
Rockingham  county. (8)  When  the 
first  Rockingliam  County  Census 
was  taken  in  17S4,  Margaret's  fam- 
ily, however,  including  herself, 
numbered  but  four.  (9)  The  child- 
ren at  home  were  John,  William, 
and  Hannah.  Of  these,  Hannah, 
the  only  Friend  left,  out  of  the 
original  family  of  eleven,  was  to 
marry  Asa  Lupton,  a  Friend  of 
Frederick  county,  Virginia,  i  n 
1787 ;  William  was  to  marry  Susan- 
nah Berry  of  Rockingham  county, 
in  1786  or  1787 ;  and  John  was  to 
remain  a  bachelor. 

The  marriage  record  of  Hannah 
Hank  and  Asa  Lupton  is  to  be 
found  in  Hopewell  Minutes; (10) 
but  the  marriage  record  of  William 
Hank  and  Susannah  Berry  has  not 
been  found.  One  branch  of  the  de- 
scendants of  William  and  Susan- 
nah insists  that  this  marriage  took 
place  in  Rockingham  county :  a- 
nother,  that  it  took  place  in  Ken- 
tucky, shortly  after  the  migration 
of  the  contracting  parties  from 
Virginia  to  Kentucky.  It  would 
seem  that  the  former  is  correct,  for 
it  is  known  that  the  first  two  child- 
ren of  William  and  Susannah 
Hank  wore  born  in  Rockingham 
cTounty,  Virginia^David,  ]March  5, 

1788.  (11)  and  Caleb,  September  1. 

1789.  (12,1  It  is  known,  too.  that 
when  David  was  twelve  and  the 
family  was  then  living  in  the  new- 
ly formed  ;Monroe  county.  Virginia, 
he  went  on  horseback  with  his  mo- 
ther and  two-year-old  sister.  Mary, 
t,o  visit  bis  motlier's  people  in 
Rockingham  county.    That  Susan- 


nah was  the  wife  of  William  Hank 
is  proved  by  deeds  on  file  in  Union, 
iW.  Va. :  these  deeds  were  signed 
by  William  Hank  and  Susannah 
Hank.'(18)  also  by  the  Knai>p  Bi- 
ble which  records  the  marriage  of 
Eliza  Hank  and  Moses  Ivnapp  and 
states  that  Eliza  was  the  daughter 
of  Caleb  Hank,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1789,  in  Rockingham 
county,  Virginia,  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Susannah  (Berry)  Hank. 
(14) 

The  story  of  Susannah's  trip  on 
hoi-seback  from  Monroe  county  to 
her  old  home  in  Rockingham  coun- 
ty and  back  is  an  interesting  one 
and  was  preserved  for  us  by  her 
grand-daughter,  ONIargaret  AVilliams 
(Hank)  Cherrington,  the  third 
daughter  of  Caleb  Hank. (15) 

The  next  four  children  of  Wil- 
liam and  Susannah  Hank  were 
born  in  Greenbrier  county,  Virgin- 
la,  after  the  removal  of  the  Hanks 
and  Cherringtons  from  Rocking- 
ham county.  They  were  Margaret, 
born  in  1792,  John,  born  in  1794. 
William,  born  August  JJl,  1790, (  l*j) 
and  Mary  born  in  1798.  In  1799, 
that  portion  of  Greenbrier  in  which 
the  family  lived  became  part  of 
tJie  newly  formed  count.\-  of  Monroe 
and  it  was  in  this  new  county  that 
Jehu,  the  seventh  and  last  child 
was  born  March  24.  1801.(17) 

"William  Hank  of  Rockingham" 
bought  his  first  tract  of  land  in 
Greenbrier  County  in  "seventeen 
hundred  eighty-^"  (probably  in 
1789)  and  the  deed  was  recorded 
in  Lewisburg,  Septemlier  29,  1789. 
This  tract  contained  207  acres  and 
was  purclia.sed  from  W'illiam  CIoop- 
er  and  Martha  Cooper.  (18)  The 
tract  was  located  a  few  miles  south 
of  W^illow  Bend.  William  and  Sus- 
annah's neighbors  were  Jaines 
Trotter,  William  Lawrence,  Thom- 
as, John  and  William  Thompson, 
Samuel  Lewis,  James  Henderson, 
John  White,  John  Dougherty.  Nini- 
rod  and  Anne  Tackett,  Charles  and 
Agnes  Friend^  John  and  Jean 
Campbell,'  and  Israel  and  Barbara 
Meadows.  (19) 

Just  when  the  Hanks  went  to 
Greenbrier  from  Rockingham  coun- 
ty is  not  known,  but  it  is  known 
that  the  move  was  made  between 
the  birth  date  of  Caleb,  Sept.  1, 
1789,  and  that  of  Margaret,  some- 
time in  1792.  Tradition  says  it 
was  in  1791,  and  with  William's 
family  went  W411iam  Cherrington 
and  his  family,  also  William's  bro- 
ther, John  Hank,  and  Susannah's 
brother,  Benjamin  Berry. (20)  It 
is  known  that  William  Cherrington 
with  a  family  of  seven  was  listed 
as  a  resident  of  Rockingham  in 
1790(21)  and  that  his  wife,  Mar- 
jraret  Hank  Cherrington.  died  in 
Greenbrier  County,  Sept.  22,  179T. 
(22) 

In  1797,  William  Hank  was 
granted,  as  an  assignee  of  KnotlifC 
Taylor^  an  additional  eighty  acres 
of  land  adjoining  his  own  land  and 
that  of  Joliu  Dougherty  "in  the 
County  of  Greenbrier  on  the  foot 
of  the  Little  Mountain." (23)  This 


mountain  is  often  referred  to  as 
H-ink  Mountain. 

I    1795,  Thomas    Thompson  a 
neighbor  of  William.  Hank  died, 
ius  estate  was  ^v.^pni  sed  at  ^-4J.^ 
02,  and  a  sale  was  held. 
those   at   the  sale   were  WiUiam 

ank,  Zac^hariah  ^-''^l'-^^;;^- 
t  onv  Clark,  Richard  L'uU,  ;  Ui.- 
ophL  nand,  JolH^  Peter,s,  Wi  Ua- 
Rice  and  John  and  William 
Thompson. (24)  There  are  many 
storie.;  told  of  WiUiam  Hank  and 
his  -ood  friend,  Billy  Ri^^;  ^^^^ 
o  mer  was  very  tall  and  dark  and 
the  stories  of  his  strength  ^le 
many,  while. Billy  Rice  was  shorty 
Quite  stout,  and  very  f^''- 
grandson  of  WilUani  Hank-John 
William  Hank  of  Jackson,  Oh  o. 
marrie.l  a  grand-daughter  of  BiUj 
Rice,  Mildred  Rice. (25) 
"  In  1799,  William  Hank  was  lisLet 
as  a  resident  of  the  newly  formed 
county  of  Monroe. (26) 

In  1813  William  Hank  and  wite, 
Susannah,  sold  eighty     acres  ot 
their  land-^both  signing  the  deed- 
to  their     oldest    son,  David,  (^7) 
then  a  voung  man  of  twenty-five, 
who  in  "two  years  was  to  marrj 
Sarah,  the  youngest  child  of  Nim- 
,-od  and  Anne  Tackett.    No  child- 
ren were  born  to  this  union  and  m 
1824  Sarah  died. (28)    David  mar- 
ried as  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth 
Parsons,  daughter    of  James  and 
Nancy   (Rus't)   Parsons,  ot  Hardy 
county.    Virgini;!.      The  P-^vson^ 
were  wealthy  planters  and  "Miss 
Betty"  had  attended  school  m.  Mor- 
gantown,  Va.,  before  her  marriage 
to  David.    She  brought  with  her 
from  her  father's    house  several 
slaves   and   these   went   with  her 
when  she  and   David   went  from 
Vii-inia     to  Gallia   county,  Ohio, 
in  1838.    Elizabeth  was  the  mother 
of  eight  children:    Geor^;e  Berry 
Hank    iwrn  July  20,1827:  Nancy, 
born  Dec.  14.  1828;  James  William, 
born  July  16,1830;  Jehu  B.,  born 
j-in   •'•^   1832;  John  Parsons,  born 
July  2l',  1833;  Caleb  Robert,  bom 
March  13,  1830;  Susannah,  born 
Mar  4  1S3S ;  and  Sarah  Elizabeth, 
born  Nov.    14,     1842.  Elizabeth 
(Parsons)    Hank    died     April  IS. 
1847    in  Gallia  County.  Ohio. (29) 
In  1850.  David  Hank  married  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Stanley)  Dalzell,  and  to  her 
two    children.    Mary  Catherine 
(Molly),  born  Oct.  28,  1850,  and 
David,  born  October  14,  1954,  were 
horn.      David  Hank  died  May  4, 
1854   six  months  before  the  birth 
of  liis  son.   David.      Of   the  ten 
children    of  David,    only  Molly- 
Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Liddle,  of  Holden. 
Mo.— is  living.  (30) 

Caleb  Hank,  the  second  son  of 
WiUiam  and  Susannah,  has  been 
thought  by  many  to  have  been  old- 
er than  David,  due,  no  doubt,  to 
his  verv  early  marriage.  He  was 
only  niiieteen  when  he  married 
Nancv  Smith.  To  this  union  six 
children  were  born;  these  were: 
Marv  (PoUv).  born  Aug.  C,  1809; 
Susan,  born  May  7.  1811 ;  Margaret 
Williams.' born  July  8,  1815;  Sarah, 
born  Mar.  18,  1819;  Eliza,  bora 
IMar.  20,  1821:  ami  Ijavid,  born 
June  1.  1823.  Nancy  (Smith)  Hank 
died,  and  Caleb  married  Elizabeth 
(Betsy)  Rayliill  by  whom  he  had 
two  sons  who  both  died  in  infancy. 
I  Elizabeth  died,  and  Caleb  married, 
las  his  third  wife,  Mary  Ann  Math- 
!  lews,  daughter  of  William  and  Jane 
'    '  (Berry)    Mathe^vs,   wlu>  was  born 


in  Kockingliam  (.'ounty,  Va.,  Feb. 
R,  1807,  ami  was  thus  Caleb's  junior 
Uy  over  seventeen  years,  and  only 
a  little  over  two  years  older  than 
her  oldest  step-da uyjhter.  To  this 
union  seven  chiUireii  were  born : 
these  were  Jane,  burn  July  4,  1833; 
Alvin  Ewing,  born  Aug.  22,  1835 ; 
lsal)el  Virginia,  boru  Jan.  2,  1S3S ; 
Nancy  Ann,  born  Jut/e  10,  1840; 
Rebecca  Ellen,  born  Dec.  22,  1842; 
Johu  William,  born  Nov.  1,  1844; 
and  Caleb,  born  Jan.  30,  1847.  All 
of  these  children  were  born  in 
Monroe  County,  Va.,  except  Caleb 
who  was  born  in  Gallia  County, 
Ohio,  after  the  removal  of  the  fam-| 
ily  from  Monroe  in  1846.  Maryj 
Ann  (Mathews)  Hank  died  Feb.  j 
20,  1847,  just  three  weeks  after 
the  birth  of  her  last  child.  Caleb  i 
then  Married  Mrs.  H  e  r  m  i  o  u  | 
(\3'eek.'s)  I)i.von  of  Jackson  Co.,  O., 
who  cared  for  the  children  of  Mary 
Ann  as  if  thev  wore  her  own.  Caleb 
Hank  died  Feb.  12,  18G9,  near 
Jackson,  0.(31) 

Margaret  Hank,  the  first  daugh- 
ter of  \Villiaui  and  Susannah,  wasi 
the  first  of  their  children  born  in 
Greenbrier  (M(jnroe)  county.  She 
was  a  very  pretty  gu'l  and  a  great  I 
favorite  with  all  who  knew  her. 
Her  ability  as  a  spinner  and  weav- 
er was  remarkable.  Just  as  sh& 
reached  womanhood,  at  the  age  of 
;  ]6  or  IS,  she  had  a  tooth  extracted 
from  which  she  bled  to  death.  Her 
father  grieved  so  over  her  death — 
the  last  of  his  behu'ed  Margarets, 
his  mother,  Margaret  Williams  i 
Haidc,  his  sister,  Margaret  Hank 
Chei  l  ington,  and  his  own  daughter,] 
Margaret —  that  he  requested  his 
!  Son  Caleb  to  name  his  next  girl 
I  Iiaby  "Margaret  Williams  Hank." 
^  (32)  Thus  was  JMargaret  Williams 
Hank,  born  July  8,  1815,  named 
before  .she  was  born.  She  was  to 
grow  up  and  marry  Clinton  Cher- 
rington,  and  as  Margaret  Williams! 
Hank  Clijerrington,  she  ^vasi  the 
namesake  of  her  great-grandmoth- 
er, Margaret  (Williams)  Hank, 
of  her  great-aunt,  Margaret 
(Hank)  Cherrington,  and  of  her 
aunt,  Margaret  Hank.  As  if  to 
still  further  gratify  her  grandfath- 
er's reverence  for  the  name  "Mar- 
garet," she  bequeathed  it  to  at 
least  two  of  her  own  grand-daugh- 
ters. I 
John,  the  third  son  of  William 
and  Susannah  (Berry)  Hank,  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Price,  one  of  the  eight 
'  children  born  to  Thomas  Price  and 
his  first  wife,  'Elizabeth  Taylor. 
Of  the  .sons  of  Thomas  Price,  one 
was  Samuel,  the  ancestor  of  An- 
drew Price,  of  Marlinton,  W.  Va., 
President  of  the  West  Virginia 
Historical  Society.  John  and  Re- 
becca (Price)  Hank  had  three 
children,  Eliza,  Margaret,  and 
Thomas,  whose  birth  dates  are  un- 
known to  the  writer.  John  Hank 
died  July  18.1831,  and  was  buried 
at  Dropping  Lick  Cemetery  in 
Monroe  County.  (33) 

William,  the  fourth  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Susannah  (Berry)  Hank, 
married   Serena    (Cyreua)  Peale, 


the  daughter  of  Bernard  and  Cath- 
erine Peale  of  Shenandoah  and, 
Rockingham  Counties,  at  I-Iarrison- 
biirg,  Va.,  ]\ravch  24,  1S25.  To  this 
union  six  children  were  .born: 
John  Wm.  Fletcher  Hank,  born 
Mar.  11,  1S2G;  Jelui  Newman  Hank 
born  Oct.  18,  1827;  James  Bernard 
,  Hank,  l>orn  Sept.  15,  1829;  Aruien- 
ius  Sunimerrield  Hank,  bora  July 
20,  1831:  Susan  Catherine,  boru 
Oct.  25,  1S33;  Emory  WaugU  Hank, 
born  Nov.  20,  1830.  Wililiam  Hank 
died  Miir.  31,  1869,  at  Middle  way, 
Va.  Serena  died  July  0,  1870.(34), 
Mary  Hank,  the  second  daughter! 
and  sixth  child  of  William  and 
Susannah,  married  Christopher 
Smith  of  North  Carolina  in  1827, 
and  had  five  children;  Wiilliam, 
Jehu.  Caleb,  Catherine  and  Sarah. 
The  Smiths  moved  to  Ohio  and 
both  Mary  and  (^hristopher  died 
in  Jackson  county.  Mary  died 
May  29,  1857.  Their  de.sceudants 
live  in  Warrensburg,  Mo. (35) 

Jehu   Hank,   the  youngest  child 
of  William  and     Susannah,  was 
born  in  Monroe  county.    He  mar- 
ried Malvipa  D.  Bratton  in  Ayril, 
1829;  she  died  March  1,  1830,  fol- 
lowing the  birth  of  a  little  daugh- 
ter named  Virginia,  who  lived  only; 
a   short  time.    On   Dec.  12,  1833,1 
Jehu     married     Su.san  K.  Bergar 
(Berger)   of  South  Carolina,  the 
daughter  of  a  wealthy  planter  who 
brought  with  her  many  slaves  to 
the  Monroe  county  home — for  the 
ownership  of  which,  Jehu,  a  min- 
ister, was  often  severely  criticised. 
He  always  replied  by  saying  that 
the  blacks  belotiged  to  Susan.  Sus- 
an was  born  Mar.  2G,  1818,  and  was 
not  yet  sixteen  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage.    She  irs  described  in  all 
records  of  her  as  tall,  with  great, 
brown  eyes,   and   very   handsome. ' 
Her  coming  to  the  Monroe  county: 
homestead     was     a  great     event,  i 
Jehu's  mother,  Susannah,  still  liv-i 
ed  in   the  okl  home;   David  audi 
Elizabeth  liveil  on  the  eighty  acres 
to  the  east,  and  Caleb  on  another 
part  of  the  original   Hank  farm. 
John's  widow,  Rebecca,    and  her 
three    children    were  also  there. 
Susannah,  the  mother,  died  in  1837, 
and  shortly   afterwards     the  old 
house   was   torn   down   and  Jehu 
built  for  his  young  wifo  the  great 
brick   house     that'  stands  today., 
Seven  children  were  born  to  Susan! 
and  Jehu ;  Josiah  D.,  boru  Oct.  13, 
1835;  Sasan,  born  Feb.  26.  1838; 
Malvina   D.,   born  Jan.   10,  1840; 
Fanny,  born  Sept.  16,  1842;  David 
W.,  born  April  25,  1846;  Wilbur  F., 
born  June  23,  1848;  and  Leonidas 
E.,  born  June  23,1848. 

Jehu  Hank  died  July  2,  1881; 
Susan  died  only  a  few  years  ago, 
but  the  dvate  is  unknown  to  the 
writer.  Both  are  buried  in  Drop- 
ping Lick  Cemetery.  (36) 

William  Hank  of  Monroe  died 
Sept.  3,  1823,  and  Susannah  died 
July  23,  1837.  Both  were  buried 
in  DropiJirrg-  r.<ick  Cemetery.  (37) 
William  had  si>ent  some  twenty 
years  of  his  life  in  Pennsylvania, 
seventeen  years  in  what  is  now 
Rockin.gham  county,  Va.,  and  thir- 
ty-two years  in  what  is  now  Jlon 
roe  county,  W.  V;i.  He  was  born 
;i  Friend  and  died  a  Methodist. 
Su.sannah  Berry  was  a  I'resbyter- 
ian  at  the  time  of  her  marriage, 
and.  although  she  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Metho(iist  Churcli,  she 
always  held  to  the  religious  inter- 


pretations ot  jonn  ivnux,  and 
would  go  many  miles,  whenever 
opportunity  offered,  to  attend  a 
Presbyterian  service.  All  of  her 
children,  however,  were  Methodists 
and  it  is  told  that  her  greatest  re- 
gret was  that  she  had  not  raised 
line  Presbyterian. 

Susannah  was  a  great  reader  and 
would  read  or  tell  stories  for  hours 
to  any  children  around  her.  Her 
,  vocabulary  abounded  in  Scottish 
words  and  these  she  used  at  every 
opportunity,  thus  pressing  them  in- 
to use  in  the  vocabularies  of  her 
children  and  grand  children,  parti- 
cularly those  of  the  children  of 
Caleb  and  Nancy  who  were  so 
closely  associated  with  her  in  her 
later  years  and  their  very  early 
years.  Her  love  of  books  and  her 
strength  of  character  are  attested 
by  the  fact  that  she  raised  in  a 
l)ioneer  home  without  the  aid  of  a 
regular  .scUoot  seven  jremarkably 
well  educated  men  and  women, 
David  was  a  farmer  and  tailor, 
and  if  Tvll  the  children  who  attend- 
ed his  Sunday  School  classes 
through  all  the  years  he  held  them 
could  be  gathered  together,  their 
number  would  be  legion.  Caleb 
was  of  an  iuventive  nature  and 
made,  among  other  things,  survey- 
ing instruments  which  indicated  a 
higli  degree  of  ingeniousness ;  in 
later  years  he  became  a  well  known 
physician  who  enjoyed  great  suc- 
cess in  his  treatment  of  the  sick. 
Margaret's  ability  as  a  spinner  and 
weaver  has  already_been  spoken  of. 
John  was  a  farmer — his  father's 
right  hand  man ;  he  was  a  lover 
of  good  books  and  good  music  and 
possessed  a  singing  voice  of  re- 
markable sweetness.  He  was  only 
thirty-seven  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  William  was  a  fine  singer 
and  a  finer  minister ;  the  story  j)t 
his  life  is  one  of  a  labor  of  love 
for  those  around  him,  and  he  was 
able  to  give  each  of  his  children 
|lhe  advantages  of  higher  educatiou- 
!  al  training.  Mary,  after  the  early 
death  of  her  sister  Margaret,  en- 
joyed the  privilege  of  being  the 
only  girl  in  a  house  full  of  boys; 
she  was  exceedingly  bright  and 
vivacious,  and  her  theory  of  life 
,  was  that  a  mother  was  not  meant 
fto  keep  a  hoitse,  but  to  enjoy  a 
home  for  what  it  sheltered;  she 
was  an  excellent  needle  woman  and 
she  and  David  were  particularly 
good  friends.  Jehn  was  a  good 
minister  but  a  much  better  singer ; 
lie  was  known  all  over  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas  for  his  singing 
classes  and  was  ixissessed  of  a  most 
pleasing  personality  and  winning 
manners.  Much  credit  is  due  the 
parents  of  such  children. 

The  last  official  document  per- 
taining to  William  Hank  of  Mon- 
roe known  to  the  writer  is  a  deed 
executed  by  his  children  thirteen 
years  after  his  death,  but  accord- 
ing to  his  ''will  anif  intention."  By 
this  deed,  dated  Jan.  8.  1835,  for 
(he  consideration  of  one  cent,  Dav- 
id Hank  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
Caleb   Hank   and   Mary   Ann,  his 


Cent,  f  roiii  PirtlV 

wife.  Christopher  Smitli  and  Mary 
Hank  Smith,  liis  wife— all  of  Mon- 
roe county,  Virginia — and  William 
Hank  and  Cyrena,  hi.s  wife,  of 
Anne  Arundel  county,  Maryland, 
grant  to  Jehu  Hank  "tifty-three 
and  one  third  acres  being  part  of 
ji  tract  of  laud  granted  to  William 
Cooi)er,  Feb.  28,  1781,  aud  lying  in 
the  County  of  Monroe  on  Turkey 
Creek,  adjoining  the  land  of  Caleb 
Hank,  David  Hunk,  and  heirs  of 
John  Hank,  deceased,  and  John 
Clark,  it  being  that  wherein  Wil- 
liam Hank,  deceased,  formerly  liv- 
ed." (38) 
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THE  HANK  F  AMILY— A  PRICE- 
LESS CONTRIBITION  ' 

This  week  the  tourtli,  and  tinal. 
iirlicle  on  the  Hank  Family,  pre- 
pared l)V  Mrs.  Myra  Hank  Kudolph 
■,f  Warren,  Ohio,  appears  in  tins 
p:i])er.  Whether  or  not  such  his- 
torical matter  is  of  interest  to  the 
general  public,  it  is  dithcult  to 
ju.ltiv.  We  feel  that  it  is.  But 
r.ndiiubtedlv  these  articles  should 
be  read  and  treasured  by  every 
ilt'srendant  of  'the  ht)norcd  pioneer, 
William  Hank.  It  is  rare,  indev';!, 
lliat  s<t  much  information,  of  nii- 
tiueslioned  autliorit.r.  Ts  obtainable 
in  s\ich  clea;'  aiid  brief  f<inii  in  re- 
■;ard  to  any  family.  Those  direc  t- 
ly e'.iceined  should  preserve  tht^se 
il.'iicles.  Even  if  the  readers  of 
today  are  little  loncerned  as  lo 
tluir  ancestors,  this  information 
will  be  priceless  to  their  children 
;md  tlieir  children's  children  of  the 
lutiire  generations. 

Mrs:  Rudolph  has  asked  us  to 
make  a  correction  in  Article  IV, 
but  unfortunately  her  letter  was 
received  after  the  article  for  today 
had   already   been   pi-inted.  She 

^^'•■.leh'u  married  Susan  K.  Berger, 
daughter  of  Capt.  George  Berger  of 
Clifton,  Pittsylvania  county,  Vir- 
ginia, who  brought  with  her,"  etc 
This  correction  should  be  made 
in  the  proper  pla<'e  near  the  top  of 
the  third^column  in  today's  arti<'Ie. 
'  It  is  also  of  interest  to  note  here 
that  Ernest  H.  Cherrington  of  Anti- 
Saloon  League  fame  is  a  descend- 
ant of  the  Cherringtons  of  Monroe 
county,  mentioned  in  Mrs.  Ru- 
dolph's articles. 
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GRANDMOTHER  HANKS 

It  is  admitted  generally  that  the 
Christian  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
Kiandmother  was  Lucy.  There  is  still 
much  confusion,  however,  about  her 
family  name  which  has  boon  called 
both  Shipley  and  Hanks  before  mar- 
riafje,  and  both  Hanks  and  Sparrow 
after  marriage. 

Duly  authorized  public  records  and 
statements  by  members  of  connected 
families  will  be  introduced  in  an  at- 
tempt to  clarify  the  problem  of  the 
identification  of  this  (rrandmother  of 
the  president.  The  approach  to  the 
question  can  be  made  mo.st  satisfac- 
torily by  working  from  the  positively 
known  facts  back  to  the  traditional 
evidence. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Sparrow 

The  first  information  about  the  ma- 
ternal grandmother  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln to  receive  attention  was  sub- 
mitted by  Dennis  Hanks.  He  wrote: 

"Her  name  (Lincoln's  mother)  was 
Nancy  Sparrow.  Her  father's  name 
was  Henry  Sparrow,  her  mother  was 
Lucy  Sparrow,  her  (Lucy's)  maiden 
name  was  Hanks,  sister  to  my  mother. 

"You  say  why  was  Nancy  called 
Hanks?  All  I  can  say  is  this,  she  was 
deip  in  the  stalk  of  the  Hanks  family. 
Calling  her  Hanks  is  probably  my 
fault ...  I  think  this  is  the  way  if  you 
call  her  Hanks  you  make  her  a  base- 
born  child,  which  is  not  true."  (Dennis 
Hanks  to  Hcmdon,  ISOr,.)  , 

John  Hanks  "corroborated  Dennis 
on  all  vital  and  essential  points"  about 
Lincoln's  mother  and  neither  one  of 
them  ever  changed  their  opinion  about 
the  regularity  of  the  birth  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  although  they  could  not  ox- 
plain  why  her  name  was  called  Hanks. 

Henry  Sparrow  and  Lucy  Hanks 
were  married  by  John  Bailey  in  Mer- 
cer County,  Kentucky,  on  April  .30, 
1790.  Nancy  Hanks  at  the  time  of  this 
marriage  must  have  been  about  five 
years  of  age.  While  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  Lincoln's  mother  as  a  small 
child  may  have  gone  by  the  name  of 
Nancy  Sparrow  during  the  time  she 
lived  with  her  stepfather,  Henry 
Sparrow,  when  she  left  this  home,  she 
evidently  used  her  real  name,  Nancy 
Hanks. 

Miss  Lucy  Hanks 
Dennis  Hanks  was  indirectly  re- 
sponsible for  the  second  theory  put 
forth  which,  in  the  minds  of  early  bio- 
graphers, contradicted  his  first  state- 
ment. He  claimed  that  Lucy  was  one 
of  four  daughter.^  of  Joseph  Hanks. 
Hemdon  ignored  Dennis'  earlier  tes- 
timony about  the  regularity  of  Lin- 


coln's mother's  birth  and  claimed  that 
Nancy  Hanks  was  the  illegitimate 
child  of  a  Miss  Lucy  Hanks,  daughter 
of  Joj^eph  Hanks. 

Th''  following  obscr\-ations  sup- 
ported by  court  records  refute  the 
theory  that  Lucy  was  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  Hanks. 

1.  The  will  of  Joseph  Hanks  names 
five  .'-ons  and  three  daughters  living 
in  ll'J'.i,  and  inasmuch  as  he  men- 
tioned "all  my  children"  in  one  be- 
quest it  implies  he  had  named  them 
all,  but  no  one  of  the  three  daughters 
is  called  Lucy. 

2.  Bffore  Lucy  could  marry  Henry 
Snarriiw  a  certificate  of  her  age  hnd 
to  be  filed  with  the  county  clerk.  If 
Joseph  Hanks  had  been  her  father  he 
would  have  been  expected  to  sign  this 
certificate.  This  he  did  not  do. 

3.  Upon  the  marriage  of  Lucy  to 
Henry  Sparrow,  the  court  required  a 
bond  to  be  signed  and  the  signature  of 
Lucy's  father,  or  some  near  relative, 
would  have  been  necessary.  Although 
the  family  of  Joseph  Hanks  was  liv- 
ing not  far  away  no  member  of  this 
family  signed  the  marriage  papers. 

There  is  one  document  which  seems 
to  support  the  theory  that  Lucy  was 
an  irresponsible  character  but  when 
viewed  from  the  proper  perspective  a 
ditTerent  light  is  thrown  on  the  pro- 
ceedings. A  Mercer  County  grand  jury 
brought  an  indictment  against  her  for 
fornication.  She  was  never  brought  to 
trial,  however,  because  her  marriage 
to  Henry  Sparrow  seemed  to  have  re- 
moved the  cause  of  the  complaint. 

It  is  very  likely  that  she  was  living 
with  Sparrow  as  his  common  law  wife, 
not  an  unusual  occurrence  in  the  wil- 
derness, and  action  was  brought  to 
brin"  about  a  marriage  contract.  The 
fact  that  she  raised  a  family  of  eight 
children,  two  of  them  ministers,  would 
not  indicate  her  character  was  as  de- 
based as  some  authors  have  supposed. 

Except  for  this  alleged  misconduct 
on  the  part  of  Lucy,  there  would  be 
no  indicat  ion  that  the  birth  of  Nancy 
Hanks  was  irregular. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Hanks 

All  the  members  of  the  Sparrow 
family  now  living  in  Mercer  County 
claim  that  when  Ilcnn,'  Sparrow  mar- 
ried Lucy  Hanks  she  was  a  widow. 

The  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore  is  con- 
fident that  when  the  name  of  Lucy 
Hanks  was  inscribed  on  the  certifi- 
cate stating  that  she  was  of  age  in 
1700.  it  was  signed  Widow  Lucy 
Hanks. 

The  confusion  of  Dennis  Hanks 
rested  in  th<^  fact  that  Lucy  was  a 
sister-in-law  instead  of  an  own  sister 
to  the  three  Hanks  girls. 

F"urthermore,  members  of  tho 
Hanks  family  have  stated  that  the 
name  of  this  son  of  Joseph  Hanks, 
who  married  Lucy,  and  died  before 
Joseph  made  his  will,  was  James 
Hanks.  Nancy,  it  is  claimed,  was  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Lucy  Hanks. 

When  Nancy  Hanks  married 
Thomas  Lincoln,  the  legal  procedure 
necessary  is  in  harmony  with  the  con- 


tention that  at  this  time  Nancy's 
mother  was  a  widow  and  had  married 
again. 

The  Kentucky  guardian  law  called 
for  the  appointment  of:  "first,  the 
father;  second,  the  mother,  if  unmar- 
ried; third,  the  ne.\t  of  kin  giving 
f)reference  to  males."  Nancy's  father 
being'  dead  and  her  mother,  Lucy, 
married  again,  her  Uncle  Richard 
Berry,  with  whom  she  was  living, 
would  be  the  legal  choice  for  her  guar- 
dianship and  he  so  signs  her  marriage 
bond  with  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  pros- 
pective groom. 

•Miss  Lucy  Shipley 

There  is  much  evidence  now  avail- 
able to  show  that  Lucy  wa.s  a  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Shipley  instead  of  Jo- 
seph Hanks,  and  that  her  alleged 
father  was  probably  her  father-in- 
law.  The  Hankses  lived  not  far  from 
the  Shipley  colony  in  Virginia  and  the 
writer  has  been  over  some  of  the  land 
they  owned.  Later  they  moved  to 
North  Carolina. 

On  William  Caldwell's  commis- 
sioners' book  for  Lunenburg  County, 
Virginia,  in  1750,  the  names  of  Robert 
Mitchell,  Richard  Berry,  and  Robert 
Shipley  appear. 

It  is  said  there  were  six  Shipley 
girls  and  four  of  them  arc  accounted 
for:  Rachel,  who  mumed  Richard 
Berry;  Ann,  who  married  David  Mc- 
Cord;  Naomi,  who  married  Robert 
Mitchell;  and  Lucy,  who  married 
James  Hanks,  and  later  Henry  Spar- 
row. Some  family  notes  supporting: 
these  connections  follow: 

"Nancy  Hanks'  mother's  name  be- 
fore marriage  was  Shipley  and  she 
was  a  Virginian.  There  were,  I  think, 
six  sisters  in  the  Shipley  family  but  I 
only  remember  the  names  of  the  hus- 
bands of  throe:  Richard  Berry,  and 
Robert  Mitchell,  my  grandfather,  and 
Mr.  Hanks,  Nancy's  father."  (Char- 
lotl  Hobart  Vawtcr  letter  in  1895.) 

"I  used  to  hear  my  grandmother 
say  that  she  was  a  second  cousin  to 
Nancy  Hanks.  My  grandmother  was 
Jane  Caldwell  McCord.  Her  grand- 
father was  David  I\IcCord,  whoso  wife 
wa.?  Ann  Shipley.  (R.  C.  Simpson  of 
Vincennes,  Letter  to  editor  of  Lincoln 
Lore  1929.) 

"My  mother  was  a  Mitchell,  a  first 
cousin  of  President  Lincoln's  mother, 
their  mothers  were  Shipleys  from 
North  Carolina. . .  Nancy  Hanks,  Ab- 
raham Lincoln's  mother,  went  to  live 
with  Uncle  and  Aunt  Richard  Berr\-." 
(Sally  Shipley  Mitchell  in  Louisville 
Courier  Journal,  Jan.  5,  ISSl.) 

There  is  no  evidence  that  even  sug- 
gests that  Nancy  was  tho  daughter  of 
Miss  Lucy  Shipley  before  she  married 
James  Hunks  so  that  but  one  of  the 
names  introduced  in  this  monograph 
must  bo  eliminated.  There  is  no  de- 
pendable evidence  to  show  that  Lucy 
was  ever  a  iMiss  Lucy  Hanks.  She  was 
first  Miss  Lucy  Shipley,  next,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Hanks,  and  then  Mrs.  Lucy 
SpaiTow.  This  is  the  person  who  we 
believe  was  the  maternal  grand- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
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TRADITIONAL  BROTHERS  AND 

Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  mother  of  the  President,  must 
have  had  more  brothers  and  sisters  than  any  other  hu- 
man who  ever  lived,  if  statements  relating  to  her  par- 
entage found  in  books,  magazines,  newspapers  and 
Hanks  family  correspondence  could  be  relied  upon.  There 
is  available  in  the  archives  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation  information  gleaned  from  these  sources  that 
would  credit  Nancy  Hanks  with  having  at  least  thirty- 
five  brothers  and  forty-one  sisters  when  it  is  generally 
accepted  that  she  never  had  a  full  brother  or  full  sister. 

There  were  a  great  many  women  who  bore  the  same 
maiden  name  as  Nancy  Hanks  and  there  may  have  been 
some  confusion  as  to  their  identity,  as  many  of  these 
women  lived  contemporary  with  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  from 
the  viewpoint  of  chronology  could  very  well  fit  in  the 
picture.  Possibly  the  primary  reason  why  so  many  tra- 
ditional, close  relatives  have  been  discovered  is  because 
the  ancestral  line  of  Nancy  Hanks  has  never  been  traced 
accurately  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  careful  students  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  lineage.  The  chief  interest  in  Hanks 
genealogy  is  to  discover  the  point  of  contact  with  the 
family  of  the  President's  mother. 

Inasmuch  as  Lincoln  Lore  does  not  offer  sufficient  space 
to  elaborate  on  the  evidence  in  any  controversial  subject, 
the  claim  to  kinship  with  the  mother  of  Lincoln  by 
many  branches  of  the  Hanks  family  in  America  cannot 
be  successfully  discussed  in  this  bulletin.  The  Lincoln 
Kinsman,  the  monthly  publication  of  the  Foundation,  is 
available  for  such  discussions  and  in  the  current  issue 
there  has  just  appeared  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles 
which  will  consider  the  testimony  of  many  of  these  fam- 
ily units  which  claim  to  have  furnished  so  many  brothers 
and  sisters  for  Nancy  Hanks. 

The  July  Kinsman  offers  a  good  illustration  of  what 
may  be  expected  in  this  series  as  it  analyzes  the  state- 
ment made  by  David  Starr  Jourdan  in  his  book  Your 
Family  Tree,  which  claims  that  Abraham  Lincoln, 
through  his  maternal  ancestry  was  descended  from  royal- 
ty. At  least  four  brothers  and  five  sisters  to  Nancy 
Hanks  are  contributed  by  this  theory,  and  in  the  tab- 
ulation of  a  few  of  the  traditional  brothers  and  sisters 
of  Lincoln's  mother,  it  might  be  well  to  start  with  the 
descendants  of  John  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Hank.  The 
names  of  the  parents  of  the  traditional  brothers  and  sisters 
are  in  italics. 

John  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Hank 
Through  Sarah  Evans,  who  married  a  Hank,  the  al- 
leged royal  descent  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  traced.  Most 
early  biographers  chose  for  the  parents  of  Lincoln's 
mother,  a  son  of  Sarah,  named  John,  who  married  Margaret 
Williams.  They  were  the  parents  of  these  nine  children 
who  would  be  eligible  for  brothers  and  sisters  of  Nancy: 
four  boys — John,  Caleb,  Joshua  and  William;  five  girls — 
Jane,  Susannah,  Ellen,  Margaret  and  Hannah. 

Abner  and  Elizabeth  (Dale)  Hanks 
A  Des  Moines  newspaper  in  1922  published  the  story 
of  a  local  woman  whose  "grandmother  was  Sarah  Hanks, 
sister  of  Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of  the  Martyred 
President.  She  married  a  "[Corbin]  Utterbach  while 
Nancy  married  a  Lincoln."  In  this  instance  the  tradi- 
tional Nancy  must  be  credited  with  a  total  of  eighteen 
brothers  and  sisters;  six  boys — Thomas,  John  Dale, 
Sydnor,  Melton,  Washington  and  David;  twelve  girls — 
Matilda,  Elizabeth,  Alsey,  Mary,  Mariah,  Suzanne, 
Sarah,  Martha,  Caroline,  Grace,  Amanda  and  America. 

Richard  and  Pheobe  (Hayes)  Hanks 
Mark  Dellehay,  one  of  Lincoln's  political  friends  mar- 
ried Lousiana  Hanks,  daughter  of  Joshua  Hanks.  Lous- 
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iana  had  a  sister  named  Indiana.  The  family  tradition 
preserved  in  letters  written  in  1894  is  that  "Joshua  Hanks, 
the  son  of  Richard,  was  a  brother  to  Nancy  Hanks, 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  This  family  contributes 
nine  more  prospective  brothers  and  sisters:  six  boys — 
John,  Joshua,  James,  Thomas,  David,  Nathan;  three 
girls — Martha,  Mary  and  Ann. 

William  and  Sarah  (Ralph)  Hanks 
A  Wisconsin  woman  seeking  to  trace  her  ancestors 
informed  Mrs,  Hitchcock  on  September  4,  1924  that  a 
kinsman  said,  "John  Hanks  was  a  brother  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln."  John's 
parents,  William  and  Sarah,  had  three  sons — Fleetwood, 
John  and  Benjamin;  six  girls — Rachel,  Nancy,  Rosan- 
nah,  Leah,  Mary,  and  Sarah,  nine  children  in  all. 

Abraham  and  Lucy  (Jennings)  Hanks 
The  old  revolutionary  soldier,  Abraham  Hanks,  is  of- 
ten credited  with  being  the  father  of  Nancy  Hanks,  as 
one  of  the  descendants  puts  it,  "The  revolutionary  sol- 
dier was  named  Abraham  Hanks.  His  sons  were  Luke, 
John,  and  William.  He  also  had  a  daughter  who  was  the 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln."  A  revision  of  the  list  of 
daughters  would  add  Polly  and  Hanna  as  the  daughters 
of  Abraham,  in  place  of  Nancy,  so  five  children,  three 
boys  and  two  girls  are  known  to  have  lived  in  this  fam- 
ily. 

John  and  Mary  Hanks 
Captain  Stephen  Beck  Hanks,  famous  for  nearly  sev- 
enty-five years,  as  captain  and  pilot  on  the  upper  Missis- 
sippi, makes  this  statement  in  the  Burlington,  Iowa  Post 
for  April  2,  1921,  with  respect  to  a  child  of  his  grand- 
father, "The  girl  was  named  Nancy  and  she  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  later  the  mother  of  our 
martyred  president,  Abraham  Lincoln."  The  seven  chil- 
dren, four  boys — Joshua,  John,  Nathan,  Thomas  and 
three  girls — Sally,  Charlotte,  Polly,  not  including  Nancy, 
are  often  named  as  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 
With  most  of  the  traditions  in  this  issue  of  Lincoln  Lore 
before  her,  it  is  not  strange  that  when  Mrs.  Hitchcock  in 
1895  discovered  the  will  of  Joseph  Hanks  with  a  daugh- 
ter Nancy,  in  the  county  adjacent  to  where  the  marraige 
bond  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  appeared, 
and  also  adjacent  to  the  county  in  which  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  bom,  that  she  immediately  drew  the  conclusion 
that  Joseph  and  Ann  Hanks  must  have  been  the  father 
and  mother  of  the  President.  The  eight  children  of 
Joseph  and  Ann  consisted  of  five  boys — Thomas,  Joshua, 
William,  Charles,  Joseph  and  three  girls — Elizabeth, 
Mary  and  Nancy,  however,  the  Nancy  named  here  was 
not  the  mother  of  the  President. 

Luke  and  Ann  Hanks 
One  South  Carolina  tradition  about  the  parents  of 
Lincoln's  mother  gives  Luke  and  Ann  Hanks  as  her 
parents.  Arthur's  History  of  North  Carolina  reviews  the 
tradition.  There  were  eleven  children,  four  sons  and 
seven  daughters  in  this  family,  four  boys — Thomas, 
Luke,  Robert,  John;  seven  daughters,  Elizabeth,  Nancy, 
Martha,  Polly,  Susan,  Lucretia,  Judith.  The  daughter 
Nancy,  supposed  to  be  the  mother  of  Lincoln,  married  a 
man  by  the  name  of  South. 

If  more  space  were  available  this  list  might  easily  be 
increased  to  show  a  hundred  brothers  and  sisters  of 
Nancy  Hanks,  as  it  is,  seventy-six  persons  are  mentioned 
whose  hundreds  of  descendants  have  traced  their  family 
connections  with  the  Abraham  Lincoln  through  his  mother, 
Nancy  Hanks. 
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July  20,  1942 

Mr.  Louis  A,  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Vayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Mr.  Warren: 


In  reply  to  your  request  for  information  as  to 
the  tax  records  for  Jose-!;)h  Hank,  we  have  been  able  to 
find  the  following  information. 

In  a  loose  paper  marked  later,  1758 (we  do  not 
knovv"  how  authentic  this  date  is),  there  is  record  that 
Joseph  Hank  paid  taxes  in  Readihg  Town.     In  another  record 
marked  later  as  1753,  there  is  also  record  of  Joseph  Hank. 
An 'authentic  record  of  1758  records  it  as  Joseph  Henck. 
V/e  cannot  he  sure  of  the  earlier  date,  "but  it  is  certain 
that  he  was  in  Reading  in  1758. 

In  1759  the  name  is  Joseph  Hanck,  in  1750  and 
1762,  Joseph  Hank,  though  another  record  for  1762  lists 
it  as  Joseph  HanJck.     In  176  3  it  is  also  Joseph  Hanck. 

Between  1763  and  1779  there  is  no  record  of 
the  Hank  family  in  either  Reading  or  Exeter  Tov\mship, 
In  1779  the  name  appears  In  the  Exeter  records.     It  con- 
tinues to  appear  until  1783,  where  it  is  written,  Henk. 
The  records  for  1734  are  missing,  hut  the  name  does  not 
appear  in  the  1785  records  or  thereafter. 


Sincerely  yours, 
MCH/h  Mar^..ret  C.  Hollenbach,  Asst.  Sec 


